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EDITORIAL FOREWORD

ALTHOUGH problems hindered fieldwork in Middle Egypt this year, the Society has had
a busy season, with seven expeditions at work. Their preliminary results are announced
in the new consolidated section of reports which opens this volume. At home, the major
event of the year was the Seventh International Congress of Egyptologists, held in Britain
for the first time: over 700 participants gathered in Cambridge from 3 to 6 September
for an ample programme of lectures, papers, and receptions. The smooth running of this
busy week—most days of which included five parallel sessions of papers—was ensured
by the excellent work of the organising committee.

The wide range of subjects aired at the Congress showed the vitality and breadth
of current Egyptology, and the multiplicity of approaches now brought to it. Among
these, computing featured in both presentations and ‘user-friendly’ demonstrations
throughout the week. Readers of the jJowrmal who regularly encounter the words
‘Internet’ and ‘Information Superhighway’ in the media may like to know that Egyptology
is registering its presence on this communications route. A number of publi-
cations, reference resources, and institutional facilities can now be consulted via
the World Wide Web. For those with the appropriate equipment, Dr Nigel
Strudwick has gathered together links to many of the important resources at the
following address: http://www.newton.cam.ac.uk/egypt/ . Among individual
sources that can be consulted, the home page of the Griffith Institute can be found on
http://www.ashmol.ox.ac.uk/Griffith.html , and the Annual Egyptological
Bibliography on http://www.leidenuniv.nl/nino/aeb.html .

While Egyptology thus keeps abreast of new ways of communicating, it is pleasing to
note the existence of a new journal published in conventional form, and covering an area
of the subject which is of ever-increasing interest: Archéo-Nil, edited by Béatrix Midant-
Reynes of the Colléege de France, has opened a forum specifically for the discussion of
topics in Pre- and Protodynastic Egypt. Interest continues to grow at the other end of
the Egyptian timescale, too. The British Museum’s annual Egyptian colloquium in July
this year bridged the gap between Pharaonic and Graeco-Roman culture with Portraits
and Masks. Burial Customs in Roman Egypt, the prelude to a major exhibition which the
Museum will mount in 1997.

Among the excellent contributions from both Romanists and Egyptologists at the
colloquium, those of one participant in particular will stand out in the memory: as well
as reading a paper, Professor Jan Quaegebeur, of the Catholic University of Leuven,
delivered the opening Sackler Lecture with that fluency of communication and breadth
of knowledge which have typified his outstanding work in our subject. A month later came
the grievous news of his untimely death at the age of 51, on 10 August 1995. Dr Mark
Smith writes:

In an age of increasing specialisation within the discipline of Egyptology, Jan Quaegebeur was a
rarity—someone whose expertise covered all branches of the subject, whether history, language,
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religion, culture, art, or archaeology. Originally trained as a classical philologist, he was intimately
familiar with Greek sources bearing upon ancient Egypt as well. Combining their evidence with
that of native Egyptian sources so as to illuminate problems from a broader perspective consti-
tuted a particularly fruitful area of his research.

Jan was a prolific author, whether writing alone or in collaboration with others. Of his numerous
contributions to our subject, the work for which he will be best known is his magisterial Le dieu
égyptien Shai, published in 1975. This well exemplifies his scholarly approach, being an exhaus-
tive collection of all evidence pertaining to the god in question, scrupulously weighed and
analysed, resulting in a wealth of important new insights which are set out in a clear and elegant
fashion.

A gifted teacher, unselfish with his time and always ready to help others, Jan supervised the
research of numerous doctoral students. He was an excellent lecturer, speaking with ease in a
variety of languages, and much in demand for this purpose around the world. In addition to his
own publications, he performed valuable service as an editor of work written by others, notably
for the journal Orientalia Lovaniensia Periodica and the monograph series Orientalia Lov-
aniensia Analecta. More recently, he had become actively involved in archaeological work in Egypt
as well, directing excavations jointly sponsored by the universities of Leuven and Lille at the site
of Shanhur.

The death of such a brilliant scholar at the peak of his career is a great loss to Egyptology.
Friends and colleagues in many countries have mourned Jan’s passing. Their sympathy is with
his wife and children.

We note also the passing of a unique figure in British archaeology whose work had
touched upon Egyptian matters not infrequently in his long career: Leslie Valentine
Grinsell died on 28 February 1995, two weeks after his eighty-eighth birthday. Dr V. A.
Donohue writes:

Leslie Grinsell was the most eminent British field-archaeologist of his generation, and it was in
the application to pharaonic material of methods he had developed amongst the Neolithic and
Bronze Age funerary monuments of southern England that his distinctive contribution to Egyptol-
ogy lay. During his schooldays in the 1920s, his enthusiasm for archaeology was first aroused by
accounts of discoveries in the Nile Valley, but not until he received a wartime commission in air-
photographic intelligence, and a posting to Cairo, was he able to put this interest to practical
effect. By then, whilst pursuing a career in banking, he had already published The Ancient Burial
Mounds of England (1936), and completed a substantial part of a survey of barrows that at his
death embraced fourteen counties. Against this background and fortified by H. W. Fairman’s
teaching in hieroglyphics, he devoted much of his five years in Egypt to an examination of its
funerary architecture, approached from the viewpoint of spatial relationships. The principal
results, illustrated with fine aerial photographs, were embodied in his Egyptian Pyramids (1947).

After his return to England in 1945, Grinsell played an increasing role in institutional archaeo-
logy, notably with the Prehistoric Society. He also taught classes in Egyptology at Goldsmiths’
College and the City Literary Institute in Bloomsbury, organised residential courses in collabora-
tion with Margaret Murray, and, at Lady Petrie’s invitation, became Honorary Treasurer of the
British School of Archaeology in Egypt. An appointment to the staff of the Victoria County History
of Wiltshire in 1949 was followed three years later by the curatorship in archaeology and
ethnography at Bristol City Museum. At Bristol, where he was based for the rest of his life, his extra-
mural teaching on ancient Egypt made full use of the collection in his care, which he enriched
by some notable acquisitions and made generally accessible in his Guide Catalogue (1972).

In his formidable bibliography of over four hundred items, Egypt contributed material to several
articles on comparative religion, and to Barrow, Pyramid and Tomb (1975). Egyptologists featured
among the colleagues remembered in 4n Archaeological Autobiography (1989), and in his later
years he endowed an annual lecture on Egyptology at the University of Bristol, named in memory
of Amelia Edwards and inaugurated by Grinsell himself in 1993. His achievements were widely
acknowledged, with dedicatory volumes by colleagues, an MA honoris causa conferred by Bristol
University, and an OBE awarded in 1972.
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Readers with an eye for typography will detect a change in the appearance of this year’s
Fournal, brought about by our typesetters’ installation of new technology. This is also the
first volume in which all the hieroglyphs and Coptic have been set by Dr Nigel Strudwick,
a task which he shared last year with our outgoing hierogrammate, Professor John Baines,
whose sharp eye and expert assistance with this vital part of the Journal’s production in
recent years have been much appreciated; we thank them both.



FIELDWORK, 1994-5

DEespITE security problems which enforced the cancellation of expeditions in Middle
Egypt, including the projected spring programme of work at Amarna, the 1994-5 season
was a busy one for the Society, with fieldwork at seven sites. In addition, a study season
was conducted in the New Kingdom Necropolis at Saqqara, where the work of the EES-
Leiden expedition included the recording of material from the tombs of Pay, Raia, and
May, study of the pottery and skeletal remains from the latter, and the continuing
restoration of the tomb of Pay. A brief account of this campaign has appeared in the
Society’s Annual Report, and a fuller one follows in OMRO.

As always, the Society’s work has been fostered and forwarded by Professor Abd el-
Halim Nur el-Din, Chairman of the Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA), and his staff.
Mrs Rosalind Phipps, in our Cairo office, has provided much-valued help and support to
our fieldworkers.

Memphis, 1994

Work at Memphis took place from 25 August to 30 November 1994, the staff being Dr
Kathryn Eriksson (archaeologist/ceramicist), Dr Barbara Ghaleb (zooarchaeologist), Dr
Lisa Giddy and David Jeffreys (joint field directors), Jean-Francois Gout (photographer),
Dr Jaromir Malek (epigraphic director), and Mary Anne Murray (archaeobotanist). The
SCA was represented on site by Mr Farghaly Alam, and the Society acknowledges with
gratitude the help and cooperation of the Council’s Officers at Abbassiya, notably Dr Abd
el-Salaam Hussein (Director of the Coptic Museum and then Secretary to the Permanent
Committee) and Mme Samia, and locally Dr Zahi Hawass, Director of Antiquities for the
Giza District, Mr Yehia Eid, Director of Antiquities for Saqqara, and Mr Rida Ali
Mohammed, Chief Inspector of Mit Rahina. Financial support was again given by Wong
and Mayes (Chartered Accountants), Sydney, and University College London Institute of
Archaeology.

The 1994 season had three aims: to extend the drill core survey to the north of the
ruin field, to investigate further the west gate of the Ptah temple enclosure on the east
side of Mit Rahina, and to continue to record and analyse material from the 1984-90
excavations at Kom Rabi‘a.

Drill core survey (David Jeffreys)

Nine more cores (109-117) were recorded in the triangle of the valley floor formed by
the towns of Abusir, Aziziya and Hawamdiya (fig. 1). The purpose of this was to compare
the archaeological potential of this area with that to the west explored by this method in
1991-2. Two cores (111, 112), although 3 km or more from the western escarpment,
contained significant amounts of coarse aeolian sand at varying depths, suggesting that
the (Old Kingdom?) dune encroachment may have reached much further east across the
valley floor than previously supposed. Three cores (113, 115, 117) were taken along the
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east side of the Mariyutiya (Muhit) Canal, the central one (115, due east of Abusir)
containing concentrations of pottery at 12 m above sea-level, while those to the north and
south appeared archaeologically sterile. Two cores (114, 116) near Aziziya, at the extreme
northern end of the ruin field, contained only late sherds in the upper levels, perhaps
due to their proximity to the Hellenistic waterfront.

Overall the impression given by a comparison of sherd counts is that this central part
of the floodplain contains occupation of a much lower density than that immediately
adjoining the western desert edge. Following past practice, soil samples which appeared
to be suitable for radiocarbon dating were double-bagged in case it becomes possible to
export any of them in the near future.

Ptah temple, west gate

The aims of this part of the season were to investigate the surviving core of the pylon,
in order to determine the nature of the blocks used, and particularly to find out if any
of them had been reused from earlier monuments. It was hoped to discover the state of
preservation of the central pedestal against the south tower of the pylon, and to explore
the area directly west of the pylon, containing the large fragment of a calcite colossus
(SCHISM 3702). At the same time, previously recorded blocks in the area were
checked.

Archaeological report (Lisa Giddy, Kathryn Eriksson). An east—west trench 2 X 25 m,
with extensions to north and south, was excavated across the centre of the south tower,
and a second north-south trench 2 X25 m was cut in front (west) of the three visible
pedestals against the west face of the pylon (pl. I, 1; fig. 2). The first trench revealed three
superimposed courses of large limestone core blocks, best preserved along the east side
of the pylon against the granite casing. The two lower courses are well squared but
roughly dressed, and the limestone is compact but not of prime quality: these blocks were
certainly not intended to be visible and do not come from any earlier finished surfaces,
although like other elements in the pylon they may well be recycled from an earlier
monument, most probably an Old Kingdom pyramid. This trench included the central
pedestal, noted in previous seasons, whose impressive width and proximity to the calcite
colossus had led to the suggestion that it had once supported that statue. Excavation here
showed that the south side of the pedestal was still i situ, but that the block forming
the north side had been displaced and rested on the fill of a large pit, giving the illusion
of an abnormally wide structure. Numerous fragments of a colossal granite statue were
noted in the area, especially inside and west of the pedestal; they may come from the
statue that stood here originally.

Extensive pitting had removed any stratigraphic relationship between the calcite statue
and the pylon structure; however, the remaining architectural features exposed this
season have clarified the appearance of the pylon. It is now clear that the ground sloped
away from the pylon to the west: the limestone flags supporting its west face (pl. I, 2)
showed the setting line for the first course of granite blocks, set back 1 m from the edge
of the limestone blocks. To the west, the level drops 25 cm to the foundation level of the
pedestal, and west of this again there is another 30 cm drop to the foundation level of
a limestone structure 6.75 m out from the face of the pylon (pl. I, 1) and in line with the
west end of the granite balustrade to the central entrance. This structure resembles
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another pedestal, perhaps for another row of statues, or for a terrace or quay wall. Any
trace of this has been removed further north, but a trench cut this season to the south
revealed traces of similar limestone masonry. Whatever its function, this structure clearly
indicates low ground to the west of the pylon, with a system of ramps and terraces rising
to the level of the Ramesside thresholds.

In addition to the new inscribed fragments (see below) nine objects, all from disturbed
contexts, were found this season, ranging in date from Old Kingdom (stone bowl
fragment BAA 55) to Ptolemaic (coin BAA 42). This is reflected by the range of dated
pottery (Old Kingdom to Islamic) and confirms the serious disturbance of contemporary
New Kingdom deposits in the area.

Epigraphic report (Jaromir Malek). Forty-eight new items were added to the SCHISM
corpus this season. For the first time since beginning work in the temple, we found a
significant number of small limestone fragments of contemporary blocks decorated in
sunk relief, which because of their size and find locations clearly come from blocks
damaged during removal (pl. II, 1). The texts and scenes were relatively small, but one
block (3911) is inscribed with very large hieroglyphs and probably comes from the fagade
of the pylon (pl. II, 3), confirming our interpretation of the anomaly in the ratio of
building materials: the almost total absence of limestone facing blocks is consequently
due to the thoroughness with which limestone has been removed, rather than to its
limited use in the structure. The remarkably high proportion of reused material is also
confirmed, and helps to explain the large number of buildings erected during a short
period in the reign of Ramesses II. Two limestone fragments (3896, 3899) are probably
reused from a late Eighteenth Dynasty structure, perhaps of the reign of Amenophis III
(pl. IL, 2). One small fragment (3900) comes from a reused Old Kingdom block.

We have identified new fragments of basalt blocks (3880, 3912, 3913) with parts of the
inscription in large hieroglyphs which probably ran along the western fagade of the pylon,
or at least part of it. There were also two quartzite fragments (3893, 3908) whose original
location is not yet known. Two more fragments of massive engaged columns of limestone
(probably reused in the pylon core) were also found. Other new fragments have been
identified as coming from colossal red granite statues along the pylon frontage; inter-
estingly, no evidence has so far emerged to identify more than two such colossi although
at least six (and probably eight) pedestals or their emplacements were located along the
pylon. One fragment (3864a) probably belongs to a red granite dyad of the type found
already. One calcite fragment (37028) may belong to the colossal seated statue
3702 + 3703. While there are many small calcite chips in front of the three pedestals here,
the absence of any larger calcite fragments which might belong to this statue is surpris-
ing. The colossus was cleared and studied, and there are indications that the inscription
of Ramesses on the pectoral may have been recut over earlier decoration; the whole statue
may originally have come from a different time and place.

The upper part of a large limestone statue of a bearded deity with two plumes and
horns may be later than the Ramesside period (pl. II, 4), and need not have been
associated with this temple. There was also an inscribed fragment (3884) from the lid
of a small faience box, and part of a limestone stela (3894) dedicated to Ptah, both of
the Eighteenth or Nineteenth Dynasty.

The absence of epigraphic evidence later than the Twentieth Dynasty (Ramesses III)
in the western part of this precinct, surrounded as it was by a massive Hellenistic
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enclosure wall, invites comparison with the later stages of the mortuary temple of
Ramesses I1I at Medinet Habu, and provides important clues in the search for the centre
of Memphis in the Late and Ptolemaic Periods.

Post-excavation work

New Kingdom contexts. David Jeffreys compiled provisional matrices for the New King-
dom contexts at Kom Rabi‘a (site RAT), checking queries on pottery content and
deciding the sequence of phase plans for publication.

New Kingdom objects. Lisa Giddy and Jean-Frangois Gout completed photography of
registered objects, selected unregistered objects, and pottery from RAT for publication.
Archaeobotany. Mary Anne Murray continued her analysis of the Middle Kingdom
samples from RAT, with sorting, compiling of species lists, and detailed comparison
between samples.

Zooarchaeology. Conservation, data recording and photography of animal remains from
RAT was carried out by Barbara Ghaleb, with the main aim of completing the New
Kingdom collection, in addition to her detailed study of butchery practices.

DAvID JEFFREYS ET AL.

The Sacred Animal Necropolis at North Saqqara

THis was the second season of a project which is intended to supplement and expand
the work done by the Society at this site during the 1960s and early 1970s, and will assist
towards its publication.! Work began on 5 December 1994 and ended on 2 January 1995,
the team members being Susan Davies (research assistant), Daniel R. C. Fieller
(draughtsperson), Dr Nicholas R. J. Fieller (archaeological statistics), Kenneth Frazer
(architectural survey), Dr Barbara Ghaleb (animal bone analysis), Richard Hoath (animal
bones), Dr Caroline M. Jackson (survey/ceramics), Dr Paul T. Nicholson (director/
ceramics), Dr Derek Russell (animal bone analysis), Professor Harry S. Smith
(architectural survey), and Dr Katharine M. Trott (draughtsperson).

We are grateful for the help and co-operation of the SCA; particular thanks are due
to Dr Zahi Hawass, Chief Inspector for the Giza region, Mr Yehia Eid, Director of
Saqgara, and the inspectors assigned to our project, Mr Essam Labib Awad, assisted by
Mr Mohammed Yosef. Work on the bird remains benefited from the collaboration of our
colleagues Dr Alain Zivie, Dr Roger Lichtenberg, and Dr Martine Lichtenberg, who
kindly undertook the X-raying of a number of specimens for us, and to whom we are
indebted. Thanks are also due to David Jeffreys and Dr Lisa Giddy, of the Memphis
project, for their help with planning and co-ordination, as well as for making the facilities
of the Memphis project available to us. Professor Geoffrey Martin kindly began his
season a day later than originally planned to allow for the completion of our work. Mr
Ian Mathieson generously made his tent available to the project. Safety equipment was
once again supplied to us by Hitch and Hike of Bamford, Derbyshire, while the University
of Sheffield Spelaeological Society kindly loaned us a caving ladder. Caving suits were
supplied by Jay Jays and altered by Maxines, of Sheffield.

!For the first season’s work, see YEA 80 (1994), 1-10.
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Work this season concentrated in four main areas; the Falcon Catacomb, the North and
South Ibis Catacombs and the Mothers of Apis Catacomb.

The Falcon Catacomb

In 1992 metrical work in the Falcon (or Hawk) Catacomb by Dr Fieller suggested to us
a hypothesis on the development of the galleries, and on the basis of this information it
was possible to determine which galleries were to be sampled in the 1994 season. It
became increasingly clear that a number of galleries, apparently restacked by Emery’s
team, had been only partially cleared before restacking. In these cases it was possible to
take a sample of vessels in situ. Several galleries where vessels were found in situ were
cleaned to reveal details of the stacking. Mr Frazer recalled that there were mud-plaster
blockings within galleries, and not only at their ends, and this was borne out in our work.
This might indicate particular phases in the filling of individual galleries within the
catacombs.

Professor Smith, assisted by Mrs Davies and Mr Frazer, amended the plan of the
catacomb made in the 1960s and drew a number of elevations, as well as recording the
niches cut into the walls of the galleries. These niches seem to have contained special
burials, often in limestone sarcophagi; most are located along the axial galleries of the
catacomb. In one instance a stone sarcophagus was found to contain a well-preserved
wooden coffin, clearly made to fit a particular mummy, the outline of which was drawn
on the lid.

The bird remains were studied by Dr Ghaleb with the assistance of Dr Russell and
Mr Hoath from the American University of Cairo. It seems that the designation ‘hawk’
or ‘falcon’ gallery may be too specific, since birds of prey of a number of species were
identified and all may have been regarded as manifestations of Horus. Upon examination,
the contents of one of the large vessels proved to be a vulture. The X-raying of specimens
by the Drs Lichtenberg was a valuable aid to unwrapping mummies, and in the case of
some of the finer specimens obviated the need for unwrapping. We are particularly
grateful to our colleagues in the French mission, and to Dr Zahi Hawass and Mr Yehia
Eid for facilitating the X-ray work, which we hope to continue next season.

A certain amount of shoring-up and masonry work was undertaken as part of the
Society’s commitment to conservation and preservation.

The North Ibis Catacomb

This catacomb was discovered in the season of Professor Emery’s death, and could only
be hastily recorded by Mr Frazer at the time. Consequently, we hoped to be able to
supplement his plan and to undertake metrical work on the vessels there. Before the new
work could begin it was necessary to provide a numbering system for the galleries of the
catacomb. This was done, as far as possible, numbering from the original entrance. It
was realised that any new galleries discovered and added to the numeration would
apparently occur out of sequence. However, this was felt to be a more satisfactory
solution than giving temporary numbers and then renumbering at the end of the work,
thereby necessitating much alteration of site records. A new plan of the catacomb is not
given here as further galleries remain to be examined and added to it.

The original entrance to the catacomb is now buried beneath several metres of drift
sand, but it was possible to gain entry through an Old Kingdom ‘cave tomb’ on the north
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face of the escarpment. Professor Smith and Mrs Davies recorded a number of stelae
here. The catacomb is, in places, heavily choked with debris comprising broken pottery
and rubble, and the walls are often smoke-blackened, apparently from past conflagrations
within the galleries (pl. IIl, 1). These may be related to visits to the catacombs by tourists
of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries AD. So intense were some of these fires
that mud-bricks became fired in situ. Despite this, it was possible to find complete vessels
n situ. Dr Fieller measured these and also cleaned a section across the axial aisle near
the original entrance so that stacking details could be recorded. It is likely that other
vessels remain in situ, buried beneath the debris which litters the passages of the
catacomb.

Drs Jackson and Nicholson worked on the mapping of the catacomb. Despite the
difficult conditions under which Mr Frazer’s plan had been made, it proved remarkably
accurate and formed the essential base map; his recollections of certain parts of the
catacomb similarly proved very helpful. None the less a number of new galleries were
discovered and explored, and it is certain that others remain to be examined next season,
when it is hoped that the complete mapping of all those parts of the catacomb currently
accessible will be possible.

As in the Hawk Catacomb, there are numerous niches, most of them along the axial
aisle leading from the original entrance. However, there is no evidence for the limestone
sarcophagi found in that catacomb; instead, the niches seem to have contained only
pottery vessels, a phenomenon known also from the Hawk Catacomb. One particularly
good example, lined with pink plaster, still preserves the impression of the vessel it once
contained. At least some of the niches were sealed with dressed limestone slabs, and one
such was located beside its, now empty, niche. At one point a mud-brick blocking was
partly preserved with its coat of whitened plaster (pl. III, 2). Moulded into this was the
remains of a horizontal bar which may have represented a door-bolt, or have been a
surface intended for an inscription. The gallery which this blocking would once have
sealed had been entered and the contents largely destroyed.

Nowhere in the catacomb was any evidence of inscriptions discovered. Any which
existed may have been destroyed or obscured by the conflagrations to which the catacomb
was subjected. It is, however, possible that inscriptions might be discovered protected by
rubble in the less burnt part. The burnt condition of the galleries probably also accounts
for the apparent lack of any graffiti relating to the visits of early tourists, such as are
known in the South Ibis Catacomb.

The faunal team examined a small number of mummies from this catacomb, all of
which proved to be ibis.

The South Ibis Catacomb

Work here was limited to recording vessels from a number of galleries not sampled in
1992, and enlarging samples taken at that time. Greater familiarity with the stacking
arrangements allowed us to locate several galleries with material remaining i situ. It was
hoped that clearance of drift sand, which had entered through tomb shafts, would allow
access to the whole catacomb. Unfortunately, so much sand had accumulated that full
exploration and metrical study cannot be undertaken without greater resources than
those at our disposal. It also seems likely that extensive shoring might be needed in
places.



1994-5 FIELDWORK, 1994-5 9
The Mothers of Apis Catacomb

Plans of this catacomb were revised and profiles of the niches which had contained the
stelae of the masons drawn, and the extant descriptions checked. In the area of the North
Ibis Catacomb, an Old Kingdom tomb, through which access was obtained to the
galleries, was recorded. Some surface features were also re-examined.

PauL T. NicHOLSON

Amarna Expedition, 1994-5

THE year’s activities were considerably curtailed by fears for personal safety in Middle
Egypt. A limited amount of fieldwork was, however, done during September. Dr Paul
Nicholson, assisted by S. Cole, Dr S. Jackson, Dr K. Trott and Prof. M. Tite, continued
the detailed examination, begun in the previous September, of the glass and glazing kilns
a short distance to the south of the modern water tower, in the main city. The building
has the designation O45.1. The fieldwork was supported by a grant from the G.A.
Wainwright Fund of Oxford University.

The 1993 season had seen the discovery of three kilns, one believed to be for pottery
and the other two probably for glass (pl. IV, 1). They must have been constructed early
in the city’s history, for subsequently they had been razed to the ground to make way
for a brick building, the long walls of which had run across the kiln foundations. In the
current season the glass kilns were fully excavated and examined. In kiln no. 3, at the
eastern end of the excavated area, the plaster lining and the shelving had been extensively
vitrified, probably from the high temperatures used in glass-making. A further kiln (no.
4) was discovered to the south of nos. 2 and 3. It had a more pronounced oval shape than
previously discovered kilns. Its stoke hole lay at the southern end, in contrast to nos. 2
and 3, which were probably open on the northern side. This might suggest that, whereas
the latter took advantage of the north wind to increase the draught in the kiln, the new
kiln was for lower temperatures and was designed to avoid the breeze. It was probably
for the making of pottery, and perhaps also faience. Tilted bricks on its eastern and
western walls might be the remains of springers from which the floor extended. Towards
the end of the season, a fifth kiln was unearthed to the north-east of nos. 2 and 3; it
probably served the same purpose as no. 4. The eastern limit of the excavation also
encroached upon the edge of one of the large well depressions which are prominent at
Amarna. Sufficient was excavated to show that this, like the kilns, had been partly covered
by the later building.

Finds made during the excavation help to confirm that, in its first period of use, this
was an industrial quarter specialising in pottery- and glass-making. They included
numerous unfired sherds of pottery, some from recognisable vessel forms, such as
hearths and simple-rimmed bowls. Several moulds of fired clay had been used to shape
the paste from which faience objects were made. One had been used to produce a
cartouche bearing the early didactic name of the Aten (pl. IV, 2). Amongst the numerous
small items of faience, such as beads and amulets, a large number were misshapen or
misfired. In several cases beads had stuck together during manufacture, whilst others
were found adhering to little buttons of clay on which they were apparently fired.

Evidence of glass-making consisted of pieces of frit, the first step in making glass,
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whilst pieces of glass rod, some of them exceptionally thin, indicate glass-working. Glass
was a precious commodity at this time, probably leading to recycling of material.
However, one sherd of a broken glass vessel was found.

A second piece of work carried out during September was a photographic survey by
B. Kemp of the Christian structures in front of the North Tombs, using the expedition’s
photographic tower. This is a contribution towards a broader regional survey of the
distinctive pattern of settlement and landscape utilisation of these times (primarily the
fifth and sixth centuries AD). As a guide to identification, a series of numbers was given
to the various groups of buildings, which occupy three distinct zones along the desert
escarpment. One group lies on the top of the plateau (not photographed at this time),
another occupies the ledge and rock face in which the tombs of the Amarna Period are
cut, whilst the third is scattered along the lower slopes and flat desert below.

A major spread of buildings at the southern end relates to the most important of the
sites in the area, the church that was made in tomb no. 6. In front are the remains of
a building of mud-brick (no. 230), and, not far to the north (site 240, around tombs 6a
and 68), a well-preserved complex of terraced stone buildings. On the slopes below are
three locations (110, 120, 130) of similar construction. Each comprises a group of stone
rooms built around a natural cave which was actually the space beneath a huge slab of
fallen limestone. Finally, on the flat desert, and located where a path naturally connects
with the modern village of el-Tell, is a group of enclosures and a partially circular
revetment. Only these structures occupy the lowest ground, and were presumably
intended to control access to the area above, which included the church.

Further groups of structures of the period lie to the north and are in a better state
of preservation because the adjacent tombs are not visited by tourists. The most
northerly group (330) had been built against the rock face in which boundary stela V had
been originally cut. It faced on to a broad terrace of earth held up by a stone retaining
wall. South from here, along the terrace in front of tombs 3a to 3G, extends a range of
stone buildings (site 320).

It is highly likely that the whole spread of remains around the North Tombs derives
from a community of monks, of the dispersed pattern often termed a laura, of which there
are several other examples in this part of Middle Egypt. The face of the cliff where they
chose to live is matched on the east by a deep valley, creating a long promontory which
gave the area good protection, an advantage enhanced by stone buildings on the top of
which could have been watch posts. The modern village of el-Tell marks the position of
a settlement of the same age which perhaps provided the necessary supplies and
communication with the river valley.

During March 1995, the field season having been cancelled, the director visited Amarna
to check on the condition of the site and of the expedition house, and to liaise with the
local antiquities inspectorate.

The expedition provides the focus for several research projects on ancient environment
and technology. It is a pleasure to be able to report grant awards made during the 1994-5
period from the Leverhulme Foundation, for Dr Rosemary Luff (‘Aquatic ecosystems and
complex societies: the Nile and its floodplain’), and for Dr Paul Nicholson (‘Ancient
Egyptian glass: its origin, technology, and composition’). In the summer of 1994 Prof.
Fatma Helmi of Cairo University, Faculty of Archaeology, was enabled, through a grant
from SERC, to work in England on the analysis of resin samples from Amarna. This is
part of a broader project on New Kingdom resins initiated by Margaret Serpico.

Barry KEmp and PauL T. NicHOLsON
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Qasr Ibrim, 1995

A short season took place at Qasr Ibrim during January and February 1995, under the
direction of Dr Mark Horton. Staff members were: F. Aldsworth, Steven Ashley, Pro-
fessor Martin Biddle, Birthe Kglbye Biddle, Peter French, Dr Lisa Heidorn, Georgina
Redfern, Dr Pamela Rose, Dr Peter Rowley-Conwy, Pamela Scott-Clarke, Shelly White
and Michael Worthington. Grateful acknowledgement is made of the assistance provided
by the representatives of the SCA, Mr Mohie el-Din, the Chief Inspector at Aswan, and
Mr Usama, Inspector with the expedition.

The season had two main aims: the first was to study and as far as possible finish
recording the backlog of material from the last three seasons of excavation at the site,
including pottery, small finds, and archaeobotanical and osteological samples. The second
aim was to complete work in the ‘Church on the Point’. It also proved necessary, however,
to devote a considerable amount of time to making good the damage that had occurred
to the site in the interval between excavation seasons, probably as a result of increased
activity on Lake Nasser following the introduction of tourist boats. This included the
deliberate smashing of stonework in the Taharqo temple, and the lifting of several large
limestone blocks incorporated in the foundations of the Meroitic temple. These blocks
appear to belong to a monumental inscribed gateway of Taharqo, but the building from
which they came has not yet been identified. One of the blocks has added another
language to the extensive range already documented from Qasr Ibrim: a graffito carved
into the inner face of the gateway is written in an as yet unidentified language, perhaps
Sinaitic or Nabataean, from the early centuries Ap.

The disturbance of the site did, however, have a beneficial effect in making possible
the cleaning and recording of the pre-Meroitic mud-brick walls that became exposed in
front of the Taharqo temple. These add to existing indications that the pre-Meroitic
Napatan occupation was extensive and included substantial mud-brick buildings as well
as one or more stone structures. It is clear that future seasons at Qasr Ibrim will always
involve an element of making good of damage until such time as a guard is installed at
the site.

Good progress was made in the study of material from earlier seasons. The botanical
and osteological samples were completed, as was the bulk of the small finds. Study of the
pottery included the recording and drawing of all the Roman and Napatan ceramics from
excavations around part of the fortification walls in 1990 and 1992. Unfortunately, some
of this pottery, as well as other unstudied ceramics buried on site, had also attracted
attention between seasons, and much had been dug up and scattered. Although the
sherds could be gathered up, most had lost their stratigraphic context in the process of
scattering, and thus can now make little or no contribution to further understanding of
the site.

Work on the ‘Church on the Point’, including detailed study of architectural features

and an investigation of the earliest aspects of the structure, was completed by Professor
and Mrs Biddle and Steven Ashley.

PameLA Rose
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The EES Mission to North Sinai

WrTH the conclusion of its fourth season of fieldwork in July 1994, the Society completed
its participation in the North Sinai Salvage Project’s work in the environs of Pelusium
which began in 1992." In collaboration with the SCA, the EES Mission has worked with
colleagues in the Qantara Inspectorate under the direction of Dr Mohammed Abd el-
Maksoud, principally Chief Inspectors Mohammed Kamal and Ahmed el-Tabayi,
Inspectors Rifat el-Ghindi, Osama Hamza, Mohammed el-Shishtawy, el-Araby Ibrahim
Ahmed, and Ahmed Rashad Amer. Thanks are due to Prof. Abd el-Halim Nur el-Din,
Prof. Fayza Heikal and Mr Kamal Fahmy, and a special debt of gratitude is owed to Prof.
Dominique Valbelle for the kind loan of the University of Lille Excavation House at
Balouza.

The Mission was directed by Dr Steven Snape, assisted by Dr Penny Wilson and Susie
White; staff members were: Rob Bratby, Alessandra Caropresi, Ian Casey, Catherine
Chesterman, Samantha Edwards, Ruth Ellis, Lisa Fearn, Daniel Hounsell, Mark Johnson,
Anthony Kennaway, Alison Lewis, Clare Loveday, Cmdr. John Parry, Claire Robinson,
Andrea Scott, Rachel Sholl, Victoria Simmonds, Susanna Thomas, Julie Whitby, Alan
Whitney, Andrea Whitney, and Emma Woodland.

The North Sinai Salvage Project

The construction of a major freshwater canal running from the Suez Canal in the west
to el-Arish in the east, together with its attendant subsidiary canalisation, has brought
an immediate threat to archaeological sites in an area which has hitherto not been
considered to be in any immediate danger (unlike, say, the adjacent Delta proper). The
response to this crisis, the North Sinai Salvage Project, is an international collaborative
venture, initiated, coordinated, and largely staffed by the SCA, with the participation of
foreign missions. A number of sites along the direct route of the canal have been
excavated and recorded immediately ahead of canal-digging,” but the largest concentra-
tion of work has been in the environs of Pelusium, the best known and, in the
Graeco-Roman Period at least, by far the largest ancient settlement in the area, on the
mouth of its eponymous Nile branch. Pelusium is principally represented by the sub-
stantial (two kilometres from east to west) mound of Tell Farama, the heart of the
ancient city; visible or recently excavated public buildings of the Graeco-Roman Period
here include a major Roman fortress which dominates the northern side of the tell.?

The work of the EES Mission

Our activities were concentrated on surface-survey and excavation in an area immediately
threatened by the irrigation project, a portion of the flat salty plain to the south of Tell

!Brief reports by S. Snape on the individual seasons have appeared in Egyptian Archaeology 3 (1993),
21-2, and 4 (1994), 17-18.

2E.g. Tell el-Fadda and Tell el-Louly, both to the west of Pelusium.

3M. Abd el-Maksoud et al., “The Late Roman Army Castrum at Pelusium (Tell al-Farama)’, CRIPEL
16 (1994), 95-103. For other recent work here and elsewhere in the environs of Pelusium, see: K. Grzymski
et al., ‘Canadian-Egyptian Excavations at Tell e]l-Farama (Pelusium) West: Spring 1993’, CRIPEL 16 (1994),
109-22; M. Abd el-Samie, ‘Preliminary Report on the Excavations at Tell el-Makhzan (Pelusium)’, CRIPEL
14 (1992), 91-5; H. Jaritz et al., ‘Pelusium. Prospection archéologique et topographique de la region de
Kana'is’, CRIPEL 16 (1994), 123-66.
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Farama, immediately to the south and, particularly, to the north of a stretch of canal
which had been excavated before the arrival of the Mission in 1992. Threatened with
imminent canalisation and flooding, this low-lying area was obviously a major priority for
immediate salvage. At over one kilometre from east to west and 400 m from north to
south, complete excavation of this area was obviously out of the question. Instead, the
recording of structures already uncovered by our Egyptian colleagues, the extension of
their sondages, and selective excavation formed the basis of our approach to the inves-
tigation of the area. Surface survey was made problematic by the thick salt crust which
covers most of the area; only very dense concentrations of material, especially red bricks
from once-substantial structures, could be seen by fieldwalking. The unhelpful nature of
the terrain in indicating the nature of sub-surface archaeology was made plain during the
excavation of part of the cemetery which occupies a substantial portion of our concession;
the northern half of our selected area for excavation (in 1993) betrayed its presence by
red bricks from the lining of the graves, while the southern half (excavated in 1994),
which did not have any brick-lined graves, had an even denser concentration of simple
graves which were invisible on the surface, yet easily seen in outline on the sand surface
once the salt crust had been removed. Thirty of these graves were excavated and, apart
from the presence or absence of red-brick lining, they were remarkably consistent in
appearance; the graves were just large enough to accommodate a single body which lay
on its back, with the head towards the west. The analysis of the palacopathology of this
skeletal material will form the most significant of the post-excavation tasks, but primary
indications are that there is rough parity of male/female skeletons with an unsurprisingly
low average age at death (only five of the bodies seem to have been over 30 at time of
death). Infant burials contained the only examples of identifiable grave goods accompany-
ing the bodies (typically small items of personal adornment: beads or amulets of ivory,
glass and cheap metal, bangles of copper and glass), although obvious post-interment
disturbance in several of the adult graves suggests grave-robbing. The dating of the
cemetery is, until a detailed analysis of the grave contents has been carried out, based
on the fill of several of the graves which contained amphora sherds dating to the fourth
to sixth centuries ap. However, this is also the date range which is most likely for the
other major type of structure excavated in this area, circular red-brick cisterns.

It seems possible that these cisterns, three of which were excavated internally and
recorded in detail by the Mission, were used to store water for small-scale local irrigation
(perhaps for olives or vines) after they had been filled by the inundation. This analysis
is partly dependent on the view that the Pelusiac branch of the Nile (or at least one fork
of it) passed to the south of Tell Farama and that a substantial red-brick dyke discovered
by the Franco-Egyptian team, running from Tell Farama southwards across the plain,
was used as an irrigation aid at the time of the inundation.* Cisterns excavated by the
EES team have produced similar amphorae to those found in the grave fill of the nearby
cemetery and, together with more sophisticated techniques for the removal of water from
the cisterns such as fragments of a saggiya-wheel in one of them, they strongly suggest
that these cisterns were being used for the storage of fresh water at the time the cemetery
was in use. The proximity of funerary and irrigation structures of seemingly similar date

*See M. Chartier-Raymond and C. Traunecker, ‘Reconnaissance archéologique 2 la pointe orientale du
Delta. Campagne 1992’, CRIPEL 15 (1993), 45-71.
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is one of the pecularities of the use of the environs of Pelusium, not just at our southern
site, but in other parts of the funerary and hydraulic catchment area of the region.’

STEVEN SNAPE

Wadi Abu Had—Wadi Dib, Eastern Desert

A third season of fieldwork was conducted over a period of some four weeks from mid-
October until mid-November 1994. The team included Ann Bomann (director), Dr
Mohammed Abd el-Rahman (geologist from Cairo University), and Jakub Czastka (pre-
historian from the Institute of Archaeology, London). Although some surveying was
carried out in Wadi Dib, the main body of work was concentrated in Wadi Abu Had and
Gebel Safr Abu Had this season. In accordance with permission from the SCA, limited
clearance/excavation was begun at WAH 29 and detailed flint analysis was undertaken in
the quarries and limestone ridges of GSAH, with survey work extending to the western
plain of Wadi Abu Had leading into Wadi Dib.

Once again, our thanks and appreciation go to the SCA and the Egyptian Military
Command for granting permission to continue work in the Eastern Desert. Special
thanks are due to the Chairman of the SCA, Prof. M. A. Nur el-Din, Dr Mohammed el-
Soghayer, Director General for Upper Egypt, Dr Abdel Salam Abu el-Liel, and Mme
Samia. Locally, our thanks go to Hussein Afyouni, Director of the Department of
Antiquities, Qena, and Yahia el-Alim Abdullah, SCA representative for the mission. The
Gerald Averay Wainwright Near Eastern Archaeological Fund, Oxford, and the British
Academy provided funds; Mr M. H. Miller and his associates of British Gas, Cairo, and
the British Mission at Saqqara supplied surveying equipment, and Prof. D. P. S. Peacock
of Southampton University lent camping equipment, for all of which the mission is
grateful.

WAH 29

The site, WAH 29, discovered during the second season, lies in a depression between two
terraces in the eastern plain of Wadi Abu Had about 3 km west of the pass through the
basalt mountain range. It is distinguished by a series of stone walls consisting of a
forecourt, outer enclosure, inner enclosure, and possibly three side enclosures or
annexes. Its overall dimensions are approximately 18.60 m north to south and 12.40 m
east to west. Three five-metre squares were opened which covered parts of the forecourt
and outer enclosure. Square Al was taken to first stage planning at about 15 cm below
surface. Squares B1 and B2 reached second stage planning at about 40-50 cm.

Walls forming the enclosures were substantially constructed in stone; many of the
pieces were selected for their flat surface and laid facing the interior, notably in the outer
enclosure. Others were laid as headers, especially in the forecourt. The size of stones
ranged from boulders averaging 30X 53 X 10 cm to cobbles 19 X23 X9 cm. The walls
uncovered so far average three to four courses high, and were once probably five courses
high in the outer enclosure, especially in the east where the overall height would have
been approximately one metre. This has been calculated from stone tumble around the
walls. The greatest width of wall, the east wall of the outer enclosure, is 50-70 cm. Stones

5 As also noted by Rodziewicz in Jaritz, CRIPEL 16, 154.
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used include basalt, sandstone, limestone, tufa, conglomerate, andesite, granite, flint, and
clear quartz.

The forecourt (Bl). In the forecourt was a hearth with remains of charcoal and some
bone. Also found there were flint flakes and implements, together with a piece of tabular
flint, derived from the nodular and tabular flint quarry located in Gebel Safr Abu Had.
The implements included a double side and end scraper and two knives, one crudely
retouched, the other a fine example, slightly curved and backed on one side, with a biface
edge on the other side. A date in Dynasty 0—Early Dynastic is suggested for this knife;
the flint of which it is made, unlike that found on the site, which ranges from grey to
brown, is a reddish golden-brown. A Predynastic knife in the Cairo Museum (JE 45129)
is of a similar colour but is biface on both edges, and was once hafted.

The outer enclosure (Bi1/B2) (pl. IV, 3). Another hearth, marked out with shield-like
sandstone slabs, was located in the southern sector of the outer enclosure. In addition
to the presence of ash, some flint flakes, desiccated malachite, and bone (including a cut
specimen) lay nearby. Just east of the hearth and extending for about 2 m, north to south,
lay a malachite and clear quartz industry. The malachite appears as thin veins within
fragments of basalt. The rock had been broken up and often crushed into pieces ranging
from 1 to 6 cm in size. In some cases, patches of powdered malachite lay on the working
surface, the colour ranging from green (eau-de-Nil) to blue (azurite). Stone tools lay
within this area: a basalt hammerstone and sandstone abraders. Along with the malachite
appeared spreads of clear quartz flakes and a core; the main density of the quartz lay just
north of the malachite deposits. Methods employed for flint knapping were used for the
quartz, a material employed frequently during the Predynastic Period. Fragments of
amethystine quartz were also present. In the deposit overlying this area was an animal
horn, probably used for soft hammer or pressure flaking. A possible rough-out for an
andesite disc-shaped mace-head lay near the stone tools.

The industrial area dwindles away in the northern sector of B2, save for a few isolated
fragments. At present, this part, which extends into B3 (not yet excavated), seems to be
devoted to domestic activities. Abutting the interior of the outer enclosure wall in the east
is a platform composed of sandstone slabs and two basalt stones, encasing a compact
earth fill 81 X 58 cm across and 27 cm high. Resting on the surface of the structure was
a granite grinder, and adjacent to its south side was a small stone quern. In the vicinity
of the platform were three sandstone abraders and a long granite grinder; two large
storage vessels lay nearby (pl. IV, 4).

The remains of a desiccated wooden ‘post’, 15 cm in diameter and one metre long, lay
in a north-south direction just west of the platform. This may have been one of a pair
supporting some form of shelter. West of the post, a small mound with a depression,
formed of mud grey with ash, composed part of the working surface. In the sand deposit
above the floor surface was a lump of brown mud, and west of the mound lay sherds from
a charred vessel, one bored with a hole.

Annexe (AI). Only the surface deposit was removed in this square. Sherds, flint flakes,
a cowrie shell, and a stone ‘sharpener’ were recovered.

Pottery. Nineteen different deposits yielded pottery. Bases are flat, and rims either
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straight or folded over; the latter type are turned, and where part of the body is still
present, this is handbuilt. Rims of small vessels are 5 mm thick, and large folded-over
rims 1.2 cm. Some sherds have red-slipped surfaces with vertical polishing, others are
smoothed with straw or grass; one was painted with a buff stripe, possibly part of a
design. The fabrics are marl and alluvial silt with limestone and sometimes straw
tempering. Both coarse and fine wares are present. Outside the forecourt was found a
basin with notched rim. Tentative dating for the pottery is Dynasty 0 - early Old
Kingdom; a detailed report on the ceramics will follow the fourth season.

So far, WAH 29 yields evidence of two industries: malachite, and clear quartz together
with amethystine quartz. In the former case, no slag has yet appeared, and it is still too
early to draw conclusions concerning specific uses of the mineral—one of which may be
green eye-paint. The quartz appears to have served for tools, since it was knapped using
the same methods employed for flint. The bulk is flakes, but the tools or better knock-
outs were probably taken away. Although amethystine quartz appears sporadically, it may
have been collected for jewellery. The lavender pieces were probably abstracted from the
white quartz matrix and fashioned into beads elsewhere. Further research may confirm
this hypothesis.

The site is situated in a strategic position on crossroads within Wadi Abu Had: east
to the Red Sea; west to Wadi Qena; north to Gebel Darah, el-Urf, and Mongul; and south
to Gebel Dokhan. One possibility is that it served as a collecting station, which, based
on typological dating only (permission for radiocarbon dating is being sought), appears
to cover the periods from Dynasty 0 to the early Old Kingdom.

Preliminary Report on the Prehistoric Survey (Jakub Czastka)

The aim of the survey was to locate and describe early prehistoric sites. Work was
concentrated on the north-west portion of Gebel Safr Abu Had, partly due to the
discovery of lithic sites there in 1992. The focus of the survey was to investigate the spurs
of the limestone ridge and the immediate south-facing scree slopes and gravel outwash
terraces.

Sites were found by walking the areas indicated, and were plotted using the Magellan
GPS NAV 5000D. To minimise disturbance, artefact density and technology were
assessed visually 7z situ. Based on the survey data, three localities were examined in
detail. In part a reflection (and, therefore, a bias) of the areas chosen for investigation,
the setting of sites can be broadly defined as two distinct geomorphological localities: the
limestone ridges of Gebel Safr Abu Had, and the immediate south-facing scree and gravel
outwash terraces.

The limestone ridge. Areas of artefact concentrations were found where two ‘geological’ factors
combined to produce favourable conditions for the prehistoric knappers. The first was the
presence of an adequate flint outcrop (either nodular or tabular blocks) which had not been
markedly weathered and where raw material was still present in suitably large blocks. The second
was the availability of a naturally flat ‘platform’ where work could be carried out. Thirteen sites
were discovered.

The gravel scree slopes and outwash terraces. Located at the base of Gebel Safr Abu Had, these
present a predominantly flint-covered surface, the flint being in various stages of weathering. Six
sites were discovered.
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The artefacts. Two distinct technologies can be distinguished. All the sites discovered on top of
the limestone ridge, and three localities situated on scree slopes at the extreme eastern end of
the limestone ridge, can be grouped into one industry reflecting a specific activity. The technology
can be broadly summarised as follows:

(1) The use of naturally fractured nodules and blocks of flint.

(i1) A lack of platform preparation for flaking, the emphasis being placed on the natural flake scars
provided.

(iif) The use of predominantly single, and occasionally alternate, platform core reduction, with
many cores abandoned after relatively few blank removals.

(iv) The concentration in the production of a lamellar flake industry (the author is reluctant to
classify the blanks as ‘blades’ despite the length to width ratio being 2:1) due to the absence of
characteristic debitage products (i.e. crested blades) and preparatory techniques (i.e. platform
faceting) used to identify ‘classic’ blade industries.

Three sites situated on the gravel outwash terraces can be grouped technologically into another
distinct industry. The technology can be broadly summarised as:

(1) As above.

(i1) As above.

(i) The production of large, thick flakes, some of which were retouched to make tools.

(iv) The use of predominantly multiple platform cores, many worked until useless, reflecting a
more prudent and less wasteful use of raw material.

(v) The presence of bifaces, predominantly crude cordiforms and ovates.

Discussion. For the sake of simplicity, ‘Industry A’ will be used to denote the lamellar flake
industry, and ‘Industry B’ the flake and biface industry. The locality of Wadi Abu Had is unusual
not only from the point of view of the archaeology. This season saw the discovery of extensive
lake tufa deposits. Although, at present, no direct connection can be made between the lithic sites
and the tufa deposits, the fact that so many sites were discovered in a relatively small area,
adjacent to these lake deposits, probably indicates a relationship. The landscape is obviously
being used quite extensively. Industry A reflects both quarrying and #n situ preparatory flaking.
The lack of formal tool types can be explained by the fact that after suitable blanks were made,
they would have been taken away to be used as and when needed. This, of course, saves on having
to carry large nodules of flint. Prehistoric hunter-gatherers, being highly mobile, would appreciate
this fact. Industry B again reflects ‘quarrying’ activities, but also probably indicates processing
of plant and animal resources, as indicated by the bifacial tool element.

The above report is both brief and tentative in the interpretations it offers. At this stage
of the work, it would be rash to do otherwise without detailed consultation of relevant
comparative data. This is now in progress. It is clear that the locality of Wadi Abu Had
offers exciting, and in some respects revolutionary, insights into the early prehistoric
occupation of the Eastern Desert region of Egypt. The work will expand in the fourth
season, shedding more light on this hitherto unfamiliar area of the desert.

ANN BoManN

The Imperial Porphyry Quarries Project

Work in the area of Mons Porphyrites took place from 4 March to 6 April 1995, under
the direction of Valerie Maxfield and David Peacock. Staff for the season comprised Don
Bailey (ceramics), Nick Bradford (survey), Rebecca Bridgman (survey), Sean Goddard
(survey), Catherine Johns (ceramics and glass), Jenny Mincham (survey), Jill Phillips
(survey), Wilfried Van Rengen (epigraphy), Roberta Tomber (ceramics) and Sue Wright
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(nurse and survey). The SCA was represented by Inspectors Mr Rady and Mr Nasser,
and we are most grateful to them and to Mr Hussein Afyouni, director of the Qena office,
for their assistance.

The project is sponsored by the EES in collaboration with the Universities of South-
ampton and Exeter and the Vrije Universiteit van Brussel, and received financial support
from the three universities involved, together with the British Academy, the British
Museum, the Society of Antiquaries of London, and the Society for the Promotion of
Roman Studies. Support in kind was received from Karrimor International Ltd (camping
equipment) and Excalibur Airways (increased baggage allowance). A special word of
thanks goes to Mr Christophe Lambrecht and Mrs Cecile Lambrecht who offered the
hospitality of the Three Corners Hotel in Hurghada, greatly facilitating the smooth
running of the project.

Quarry survey

Priority was given to producing maps of the quarry mountains showing the relationship
of the quarry workings to slipways, paths, buildings and villages. Outline plans were
produced at a scale of 1:5000 for all of the main quarry areas except Rammius.

One of the most spectacular quarry mountains is Lykabettos, whose distance from the
fort at Mons Porphyrites, down in the Wadi Abu Ma’amel, made it expedient to house
workers in a number of villages closer to the workings; two of these were found in the
course of this year’s survey. In addition to the main Lykabettos village situated to the
north of the quarries and that which lies at the foot of the cairned slipway, another much
ruined one was located in the wadi to the east and a fourth on the northernmost branch
of the uncairned slipway which it partly blocks. A considerable number of new quarry
marks were identified by Wilfried Van Rengen in the Lykabettos quarries. A quarry village
here yielded a block inscribed with the name of a guard, while a drawing of a foot together
with a series of names scratched on blocks in and around a hut half-way up the
Lykabettos footpath indicate that the building is a small shrine and not (as previously
thought) a hut for guards.

The Lepsius quarries comprise a cluster just below the brow of the hill and a number
also occur at intermediate levels below. The most northerly quarry is for black porphyry.
One of the quarries is unique in that it is on the eastern flank of the mountain. Curiously,
it would have been much easier to transport blocks down this side of the mountain and
into a wadi system which connects with the route to Badia, thus avoiding the journey via
the wadis Abu Ma’amel and Umm Sidri. However, there is no evidence that this route
was adopted and a possible explanation is that the high Lepsius quarries are of a late date,
when exportation via Wadi Umm Sidri was well established.

The north-west quarries are the most difficult of access and also the most extensive
and complex. Some of the highest quarries do not seem to have been visited since Roman
times. Many of them seem to have been producing porphyry which can be distinguished
by a slightly pinkish tinge to the felspars, but the southernmost one was for black
porphyry. This was newly discovered in the course of our survey, as was the small
attendant village.

The Bradford quarry complex, discovered by Nick Bradford at the very end of the 1994
season, proved to consist of two very small and rather unimpressive quarries for black
porphyry, comprising opportunist levering-off of blocks from a natural bluff, plus an



1994-5 FIELDWORK, 1994-5 19

associated village of seven buildings. Each building seems to have its own suite of pottery.
One structure proved to be a temple dedicated to Pan and Serapis in which was a Greek
inscription set up by one Caius Cominius Leugas ‘who discovered the quarries of the
porphyry stone and the knekites and black porphyry and who found also many-coloured
stones’. The stone is dated to 23 July, ap 18 and depicts the ithyphallic Pan-Min, god
of the Eastern Desert.

Regional survey

Time was spent checking and amplifying the regional map produced last year. Further
detail was obtained of the road system between the access to the Mons Porphyrites
complex via the Wadi Umm Sidri and the adjacent fort to the south at Badia. Traces of
the route were located where it crossed a boulder field between the second and third
pairs of cairns after the main loading ramp at the mouth of the Wadi Umm Sidri. Three
more cairns (two comprising a pair) were found in this area, and on the northern edge
of the boulder field cart-ruts could be seen. It was difficult to find a measurable pair, but
they seemed to be in excess of 3 m apart. These are almost certainly the tracks observed
by L. A. Tregenza ‘near the loading ramp’.! Stretches of Roman cleared road were
recognised and a fine example to the south of Badia was 21 m across.

Structural survey

Three areas were chosen for detailed survey in anticipation of future excavation: the
central complex in Wadi Abu Ma’amel, the complex at Badia and the north-west village.

At the Central Complex the area to the south of the fort, comprising a zig-zag access
ramp to the fort, a bathhouse, Isis temple and workers’ village and the enad of the main
slipway to the Lepsius quarries was plotted and a contour survey made of the sebakh
adjacent to the fort access way which is being dug into by antiquities hunters. Attention
was paid to the western defences of the fort, perched on the very edge of a bluff high
above the wadi, which were partly undermined during the floods in November 1994 and
are in danger of collapse.

A plan and contour survey were undertaken at the north-west village, which straddles
a ravine leading up to the north-west quarries. The core of this extensive complex covers
an area 90 m by 50 m, with a drop of 28 m between its top and bottom ends. The village
comprises barrack-like worker-type housing, plus higher grade accommodation appro-
priate to officers and officials, and a water-storage cistern. The walls of some of the
better-constructed units stand to the level of the door lintels, with window openings still
intact. Work on contouring the site and producing a full photographic record will
continue in 1996.

The complex at Badia lies towards the north-east end of the main road which links
the Nile at Qena with the Red Sea at Abu Sha’ar and is the last fort on the road before
the route to the quarries peels away from the Nile—Red Sea route. Badia is also linked
to Mons Porphyrites by a direct path across the mountains, accessible only to foot traffic.
Given its situation, Badia must have formed a part of the functional whole of the quarry
complex. A surface survey of the site was largely completed. The fort walls stand almost
full height around much of the circuit. External projecting towers butt up to the walls

! The Red Sea Mountains of Egypt (London, 1955), 106.
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and were probably added to the circuit at a secondary stage, as also were the gate towers
and an external clavicula which restricts access to the gate. The two most striking
features in the fort interior were a central area of bricks and burning, possibly a bread
oven, and a large broken millstone. This could have been an end-runner, but there was
also evidence of wear on one face. It could have been used for several purposes, including
crushing ore or grinding grain.

A set of animal lines lay to the south-east of the fort. Measuring some 60 m north—
south by 40 m east—west, they covered an area considerably larger than that of the fort
itself (0.14 ha). They consisted of an enclosure containing a series of low stone walls, six
of which were ranged on either side of a central access way. Each of these walls
(including those of the enclosure itself) supported a narrow channel of a type similar to
those noted at the enclosure of Umm Sidri. Secondary (and possibly post-Roman) use
of the site was attested by small, poorly-built structures built between the parallel wall
lines and also outside the enclosure, to west and south.

Fifty metres to the west of the fort and animal lines a natural rock outcrop had been
surrounded with a substantial stone wall, some 3.6 m wide and 2 to 2.5 m high, creating
a polygonal enclosure, a maximum of 76 m long and 41 m wide, with an internal wall area
of 0.23 ha. A wall walk, less than a metre wide, ran intermittently around the interior.
There was a single entrance, about 3 m wide, through this wall to the south-east of the
circuit with rounded bastions (now very badly tumbled) projecting in front of it. Within
the circuit a few very rough stone enclosures had been built up against the rock outcrops.
The only other sign of human activity within the enclosure was a quarried stone, bearing
wedge marks, close by the entrance. The significance of this walled rock is unclear. It
is not particularly defensive, being overtopped by the natural rock outcrops which lie to
west and south.

Three discrete areas of rubbish disposal were contour plotted. The main dump lay to
the south and south-east of the fort gate, butting up against the corner of the animal lines
and extending within them. A second substantial dump abutted the outer face of the
north wall of the lines and a third lay to the north of this. An inhumation cemetery lies
to the south-west of the fortified rock. The individual grave sites have been so badly dug
into and bones scattered about the site in such a way as to make it virtually impossible
now to distinguish original graves from modern speculative diggings.

Surface sherding

The programme of systematic surface sherding, begun in 1994, was continued. On the
pottery, Roberta Tomber reports that although additional types were recovered, they did
not alter the chronology established in the first season. The discovery of the black
porphyry quarry and associated Bradford village did, however, provide a good sample of
pottery types which, on the basis of the inscription, has a terminus post quem of ap 18.
A minimum of 43 additional vessels (estimated on rims only) was systematically col-
lected, although bases and body sherds may suggest that more vessels were present.
Many of the pots were in good condition, with quarter and half vessels represented, as
well as a complete cooking pot. Apart from a single base of a Tripolitanian I amphora
(Peacock and Williams Class 36) dating from the first century onwards, all the pottery
was Egyptian in origin. This comprised Nile silts and white-surfaced wares with a marl
content, both produced in a large number of centres along the Nile, as well as the
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distinctive pink wares from Aswan. A restricted range of forms was present. Although not
a closed group, the repeated occurrence of types suggests they are contemporary. Similar
types are known from the first-early second century deposits at Mons Claudianus,
although the Porphyrites vessels display typological nuances absent at Claudianus. Most
notable is the cooking pot with sharply everted rim which is common at Mons Claudia-
nus, but here frequently has a carinated shoulder. While this feature may be indicative
of source, it may also be a chronological marker, and its absence elsewhere at the
Porphyrites complex supports a chronological argument. Equally, the spindle-shaped
amphora with almond rim is abundant throughout the Claudianus sequence, but here the
rim is frequently more flattened rather than rounded like those common at Claudianus.
Vessels with a slightly flattened rim could also be identified at the south-west village, and
the significance of this typological variation is unclear.

A total of fourteen lamps has now been recovered from surface contexts (ten in 1994,
four in 1995). Don Bailey notes that all are of Egyptian manufacture, of types ranging
in date from the middle of the first century ap to the fourth century. One fragment is
a small part of a large and impressive lamp and its findspot, the temple of Serapis, is not
surprising for such an object: the Serapis cult seems to have required spectacular lamps.
There are six ‘neo-Hellenistic’ lamps, harking back to shapes produced during the
Ptolemaic Period. Two of these lamps are of the same series, being products of moulds
made from the same archetype, but one comes from a mould far more worn than the
other. Both have the same palm-branch impressed within the base as was found on a
third lamp from the site; all three share details of design which suggest that they are the
products of the same workshop. The frog-type lamp, of which there are four examples,
has a long history in Egypt, beginning at least as early as the beginning of the second
century, as the excavations at Mons Claudianus have now definitively shown, and extend-
ing at least into the fifth century Ap, although those in the typical marl clays may be no
later than the fourth.

A small quantity of glass was recovered, all from the area of the fort. Catherine Johns
reports that most of the material is from fine tableware, much in colourless glass of
excellent quality. The forms include small cups, shallow dishes, toilet flasks (unguen-
taria) in dark colours and blown-glass vessels with indented sides in bubbly pale green
glass. A facet-cut beaker or bowl, a cup with engraved inscription and a mould-blown
vessel are of particular interest.

Among the other material retrieved from the sebakh around the fort was a handful of
ostraca. Wilfried Van Rengen reports that these included two lists of names and two
fragmentary letters (all in Greek) and a complete but extremely worn Latin document
which seems to be a list of night guards belonging to different shifts.

A more detailed report on this work is available on application to either of the
directors.

VALERIE MAXFIELD
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1. Gallery 49 of the North Ibis Catacomb. Dr Jackson stands beside the Old Kingdom
sarcophagus (left), which is almost submerged by mummies, many of them burnt. To the right
is the Old Kingdom shaft for the original burial. It is now crammed full of unwrapped
mummies, and the lower part is loosely bricked up
(Photograph by P. T. Nicholson)

2. Gallery 61 of the North Ibis Catacomb. Traces of the original blocking were found here, as
in several other galleries. In this case, it had been moulded into a raised bar (indicated by Dr
Jackson) which may originally have spanned the width of the blocking
(Photograph by P. T. Nicholson)

THE SACRED ANIMAL NECROPOLIS AT SAQQARA (pp. 6-9)

PLatE 111
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A STELA OF THE PERSIAN PERIOD FROM SAQQARA
By IAN MATHIESON, ELIZABETH BETTLES, SUE DAVIES and H. S. SMITH"

During test excavations on the north wall of the Gisr el-Mudir at Saqqara, the National Museums of Scotland
expedition found an intact funerary stela with unusual scenes of exceptional interest to students of the Persian
domination in Egypt. After a summary of the circumstances of its discovery, the stela is described, the inscriptions
edited and translated, and its historical interest and date discussed.

The archaeological context of the find
The National Museums of Scotland Saqqara Project

THE National Museums of Scotland Saqqara Project is engaged in producing an up-to-
date archaeological and subsurface geophysical map of an interesting and relatively
little-studied area of the necropolis of Memphis at Saqqara. The area concerned com-
prises the Gisr el-Mudir (the ‘Great Enclosure’) in the south, an area of Old Kingdom
tombs around the mastaba of Ptahhotep, the area of the Serapeum and its dependencies,
part of the archaic necropolis, and the Sacred Animal complex near to the village of
Abusir in the north.! The National Museums of Scotland acknowledge with gratitude the
help and co-operation of the Supreme Council of Antiquities of Egypt in granting
permission for the work at Saqqara, especially that of its Chairman, Prof. Dr Abd el-
Halim Nur el-Din, its Secretary, Dr Abd el-Selim Bakr, and of Mme Samia. They are also
grateful to Dr Zahi Hawass, Director of Antiquities for the Giza region, and to Dr Yehia
Eid, Director for Saqqara, for their courteous assistance in organizing and facilitating the
work, and to Mr Said Farag, the SCA representative, for daily collaboration on site. The
work was made possible by grants from the British Academy, the National Museums of
Scotland and the Trustees of the Gerald Averay Wainwright Fund, Oxford University;
assistance in map reproduction has been contributed by Survey and Development
Services, Bo’ness, West Lothian.

We have progressed by adapting and combining a series of well-known geophysical and
survey techniques to special problems, where unexcavated and previously excavated
monuments are buried under drift-sand and the dumps of former excavations. These

*Jan Mathieson, the director of the National Museums of Scotland Saqqara Project, wrote the initial
sections on the finding of the stela, and Elizabeth Bettles, the field recorder, has contributed the facsimile
drawing. The description is the joint work of Sue Davies and H. S. Smith, the inscriptions are edited by
Smith, while the historical commentary is by Davies. The Director of the Cairo Egyptian Museum, Dr
Mohammed Saleh, and Miss May Trad, Curator, generously arranged at short notice for excellent working
photographs of the stela, one of which is published here, to be made by Mr Mostafa Abdel Maksoud, the
chief photographer of the Cairo Museum,; to these officials we are sincerely grateful. The other published
photograph is the work of Mrs Padi Mathieson. We owe a special debt of gratitude to Dr Amélie Kuhrt and
Dr Lisa M. Leahy for reading and criticizing sections of the draft of this article; many of their amendments,
comments, and bibliographical suggestions have been included in the text. We are also grateful to Prof.
W. ]J. Tait for valuable comments upon the Demotic inscription. None of these scholars is, however,
responsible for the opinions expressed. Other contributions are acknowledged in the text.
See I. J. Mathieson and A. Tavares, YEA 79 (1993), 17-31, esp. fig. 1.
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SCALE 1: 50 326640

Fic. 1. Plan showing positions of near-surface and rock-cut burials in relation to resistivity profile
GM.NW.XS2.

techniques are topographic EDM survey, resistivity and proton-magnetometer survey,
sonic profiling, field inspection, archival research and test-excavation.

The Gisr el-Mudir and the cemetery

The Gisr el-Mudir is a rectangular enclosure lying west of the pyramid complex of
Sekhemkhet. The enclosure was originally on a massive scale, and even now it is still an
impressive structure in spite of thousands of years of use as a quarry. To put its size in
context, the Gisr el-Mudir is approximately twice the area of the Djoser Step Pyramid
complex and four times that of the Sekhemkhet enclosure. The purpose of the work in
October-November 1994 was to confirm, by limited sondage, the existence of features
predicted by anomalies in the plotted profiles of resistivity data, and to test whether
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Fi1G. 2. Location of stela in grave 11.

inferences as to their physical character were justified. Several tests were made on the
line GM.NW.XS2, which crosses the north wall on the approximate centre-line of the
enclosure. In the 1993 survey report it was suggested that there might be a gate structure
similar to those at the Abydos ‘funerary palaces’ of the Archaic Period.? We investigated
an anomaly which was shown at this point in the plotted data from the resistivity readings
on GM.NW.XS2.

On opening the sondage at the position of the anomaly, it became apparent that the
high readings had been caused by an accumulation of fine sand used as back-fill on a
cemetery of near-surface burials. These burials were either in very shallow sub-rectan-
gular graves barely cut into the surface of the bedrock, or in rock-cut pits of anthropoid
form 1-2m deep (fig. 1). A total of 43 burials was recorded; of these 23 were found

2Mathieson and Tavares, ¥EA 79, 30, 31 n. 36.
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within the first 20-75 cm of surface cover, and 20 in pits cut into the bedrock. Nearly
all the surface burials were disturbed and consisted of a few small bones and carbonized
remains of mummy-wrappings. The burials in the rock-cut graves were mostly complete
and consisted of wrapped mummified bodies coated with a dark brown mud-plaster.

Grave 11 and the location of the stela

Grave 11 appeared during the cleaning of the surface of the tafl bedrock (deposit no.
002), during which the fine yellow sand (deposit no. 037) of the infill was observed. On
removing the infill, a burial (burial 11A) consisting of the bones of the lower limbs and
some carbonized wrappings (deposit no. 014) was found at the eastern end of the grave,
140 mm below the level of the bedrock surface (elevation 46.7 m), lying in an east-west
direction (fig. 2). After this burial had been recorded and removed, a limestone block was
found lying 10-20 mm below the burial, covered with soft yellow sand and small
fragments of limestone. The upper side of the block was rough, but on being turned over,
the beautifully carved surface of the stela was seen. Continued excavation of grave 11
yielded a further discovery. Below burial 11A a pit of anthropoid form had been cut within
the rectilinear outline of grave 11. In this lower anthropoid grave at a level 225 mm
beneath the surface of the bedrock was the burial of a mummified adult (11B) with head
to the west (fig. 2, section). The stela was found 30-40 mm below burial 11A, lying face
down with its rounded top to the south, 150 mm below the surface of the bedrock and
899 mm below the ground surface (deposit no. 001); its north and south edges rested on
the ledge formed by the cutting of the anthropoid grave for burial 11B (figs. 1, 2). It had
clearly been reused simply as a convenient piece of stone, and was certainly not in its
original context. There were no grave goods, decorated coffin fragments or pottery
associated with either burial, so that grave 11 cannot be dated.

The precise location of the find of the stela (SCA object register no. 001, NMS no.
GM.NW.XS52-C1-003) was Saqqara Necropolis, south of the north wall of the Gisr el-
Mudir enclosure. The Universal Transverse Mercator Co-ordinates were 326638E,
305684N, Elevation 46.5 m (amsl).

Description of the stela (pl. V; fig. 3)

The stela is made from Tura limestone and is of rectangular form with a rounded top
of rather flat curve, meeting the sides at a sharp angle. The face of the stela is divided
into a lunette and two registers exhibiting scenes in high relief, the background having
been deeply cut away, leaving raised borders and horizontal dividers. In the scenes, a
three-dimensional effect has been achieved by the use of subtle modelling and incised
detail. A single vertical hieroglyphic inscription, boldly incised, begins on the right and
continues on the left border; a lightly incised horizontal Demotic inscription occupies the
dividing band between the upper and lower registers, the signs becoming smaller and
more indistinct towards its left end.

The stela is complete and in fine condition. There is minor damage to the edges from
chipping, and salts have exuded from the upper and left-hand borders, partially obscuring
some hieroglyphs on the latter.
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The lunette

A winged sun-disk fills the lunette. The pendant wings follow its curve in the regular
manner, the plumage being conventionally rendered by three rows of semicircular
feathers above and two rows of pointed pinions below. However, it departs from normal
Egyptian convention in showing a spread feathered tail and two oblique, curving elements
ending in tight spirals beneath the disk instead of the usual pendent uraei. This is the
form of representation thought by many to symbolise Ahuramazda in Achaemenid art on
a number of reliefs at Persepolis.®

The upper register

In the upper register is a funerary scene showing a mummiform male figure lying on a
leonine bier, being offered a cup by Anubis and mourned by Isis and Nephthys. This type
of scene is paralleled on other Egyptian funerary stelae of the Late Period.*

The deceased lies on his back with his head (to the right) slightly raised and eyes
apparently open. He is shown with large curved nose, thick, protuberant lips and full
cheeks, features which, although they give an un-Egyptian effect, appear on the famous
Tjanofer lintel and other so-called ‘neo-Memphite’ reliefs.” The swathed body and
lappeted wig follow normal Egyptian convention. The lion-bier is likewise of Egyptian
type, but the modelling of the musculature of the foreleg is exceptionally stylized, in the
same manner as certain Median and Persian representations of lions.® The position of
the tail, which curls forward across the rear leg just above the knee and then bends back
so that the tuft stands upright above the paw, seems unusual in Egyptian art.” The lion’s
face is carved with great subtlety of detail, as are the heads of the canopic jars, which
are ranged in two rows facing right under the front of the bier: the baboon-headed Hapy

3E. F. Schmidt, Persepolis, 1. Structures, Reliefs, Inscriptions (Chicago, 1953), pls. 22, 105, without the
figure of the god; pls. 75-9, 107, with the figure of the god emerging from the disk; pl. 160, with spirals
emerging from the figure of the god above the disk, and with bird’s legs and claws shown obliquely below
the disk. There are divergent opinions about the identity of the figure in the winged disk: see A. Sh.
Shahbazi, ‘An Achaemenid Symbol: I. A Farewell to ‘“Fravahr” and ‘“Ahuramazda”’, Archdologische
Mitteilungen aus Iran, N.F. 7 (1974), 135-44; id., ‘An Achaemenid Symbol: II. Farnah “(God Given)
Fortune” Symbolised’, AMI 13 (1980), 119-47; P. Calmeyer, ‘Fortuna-Tyche-Khvarnah’, ¥DAI 94 (1979),
347-65. For a general discussion of this topic, see M. C. Root, The King and Kingship in Achaemenid Art:
Essays on the Creation of an Iconography of Empire (Leiden, 1979), 169ff.

*G. T. Martin, The Tomb of Hetepka and Other Reliefs and Inscriptions from the Sacred Animal
Necropolis, North Saqqdra, 1964-1973 (London, 1979), pl. 45.163, pl. 48.179; P. Munro, Die spdt-
dgyptischen Totenstelen (Gliickstadt, 1973), BM EA 8486, pl. 21. fig. 76 (without Anubis) and Cairo CG
22050, pl. 24. fig. 86. See also notes 7-9 below.

SW. S. Smith, The Art and Architecture of Ancient Egypt?, rev. by W. K. Simpson (Harmondsworth, 1981),
418-19 with fig. 411; E. Drioton, Le Musée du Caire, Encyclopédie photographique de 'art (Cairo, 1949),
pls. 185-91; G. Maspero, Le Musée égyptien: Recueil de monuments et de notices sur fouilles d’Egypte, 11
(Cairo, 1907), 74-92, pls. xxxii~xlii; G. Bénédite, Mon. Piot 25 (1921-2), 1-28; Fr. W. von Bissing,
Denkmdiler agyptischer Sculptur (Munich, 1911-14), pls. 101-02 with text. The term ‘neo-Memphite’ has
been used and abused to apply to both a specific and a general art style and a specific and wide range of
dates. In much of the literature, the reliefs described under this term are ascribed to the fourth century
BC, but many of them may in fact date to the Twenty-sixth Dynasty (L. M. Leahy, personal communica-
tion).

SRoot, King and Kingship, pl. 28b; W. Culican, The Medes and Persians (London, 1965), pl. 26; CAH
IV, Plates (new edn., Cambridge, 1988), pl. 101; Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 19-20, 61-2, 153A.

7Representations of the lion-bier on Late Period Egyptian stelae normally show the tail raised: see refs.
in n. 8 below.
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above right; the falcon-headed Qebhsenuf above left; the human-headed Imsety below
right; the jackal-headed Duamutef below left.

Behind the bier a standing Anubis-figure with jackal-head and lappeted wig, wearing
a knee-length divided skirt, advances to offer a high, flaring cup before the face of the
deceased, while laying his right palm on the dead man’s left shoulder. This type of
representation of Anubis with cup appears in other Late Period funerary scenes.? Anubis’
right ear slightly breaks through the upper border of the register. Isis stands at the head
of the bier and Nephthys at its foot; the goddesses lean forward slightly, masking their
faces with the palms of the hands which are nearer the viewer in the ritual gesture of
mourning, while with the fingers of their far hands they touch the dead man’s skull and
toes respectively.” They wear their normal ankle-length dresses and lappeted wigs,
surmounted by the horns and disk for Isis and the nbz-hwt monogram for Nephthys.
These break the upper border of the register, like the ear of Anubis. This feature,
unusual in earlier art, also occurs in the Egyptianizing scenes on Carian funerary stelae
from Saqqara, which are likely to be approximately contemporary.'® The faces of Isis and
Nephthys show similar characteristics to that of the deceased, though the noses and lips
are slightly less prominent. The modelling of the heavily-rounded stomachs and the
sturdy thighs under their dresses is typical of the Late Period. A Late Period stylistic
feature of the representation of all three deities is that, while the front foot in each case
is shown in profile, the rear foot is shown with the toes individually carved.!!

The lower register

In the lower register is a presentation scene of a type foreign to Egyptian funerary stelae,
in which two figures stand before offering-tables in front of a seated, bearded official
whose throne and dress proclaim him as a Persian dignitary of very high rank.

The dignitary faces right, and in his right hand holds a shallow, plain bowl before his
face.'? In his left hand, which is clasped above the knees, he holds upright a stylized
flower with five petals or buds emerging from a boss between a bifurcating calyx. A
similar, but not identical, stylized flower appears in several of the Persepolis reliefs,
where it is carried by the Persian King, the Crown Prince and some of the courtiers.!?

8E.g. Munro, Totenstelen, pl. 24, fig. 86; W. Spiegelberg, CCG, Die demotischen Denkmiiler, 1. Die
demotischen Inschriften (Leipzig, 1904), pls. i. 31084, xi. 31120, xii. 31126, xiv. 31134, xv. 31138, xvi. 31143.

°In the stela scenes quoted in n. 8, Isis and Nephthys either kneel with one hand held up to their faces,
or stand with one or both arms raised in the gesture of adoration.

'90. Masson, Carian Inscriptions from North Saqqdra and Buhen (London, 1978), pl. xxxiii. 4-5, pl.
Xxxiv. 5a-6.

"'This curious feature is echoed in some of the Tjanofer reliefs (see n. 5 above). See further on the
figures in the register below.

!2This posture is not normal on Egyptian mortuary stelae, but can be paralleled from Assyrian reliefs and
Babylonian seals: e.g. Assurnasirpal, from the North-west Palace, Nimrud, on BM WA 124569, see Root,
King and Kingship, pl. 44b; Assurbanipal, from the palace at Nineveh, see Ann Farkas, Achaemenid
Sculpture (Istanbul and Leiden, 1974), pl. xxxvii. fig. 68; for a Neo-Babylonian seal, see CAH IV, pl. 468;
for another example adapted into an Achaemenid context, see ibid. pl. 46a; other provincial examples, ibid.
pls. 81-2.

13Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 51-2, 67a—8, 68a—8, 70, 718, 72a—c, 74, 96-9, 121-3. This motif is also used
as an architectural decoration, ibid. pls. 22, 474, 48a, 50, 59, 61-3, 66, etc. It has been suggested by L. M.
Leahy that this motif may be a misunderstanding or conflation of an Egyptian prototype, i.e. the small
nosegay not infrequently held by Late Period tomb owners when seated receiving offerings, see Bénédite,
Mon. Piot 25, pl. v (Louvre E.11377), Maspero, Le Musée égyptien: Recueil 11, pls. xxxii.b, xxxiv (Cairo
JE 29211).
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His hair is held close to his skull by a circlet round his forehead, but curls up
naturalistically (i.e. without stylized curls) below it into a horizontal roll at the nape of
the neck and round the sides. Achaemenid court art, which renders hair in a very stylized
fashion, offers no exact parallels for this naturalistic treatment, but some examples from
private and provincial art can be quoted.'* Likewise, we know of no exact parallels in
Achaemenid art for the circlet, the raised rings of which might represent rosettes on a
small scale.!> At the front of this circlet is a small projecting stylized flower, consisting
either of three petals or buds, or of a single petal or bud within a bifurcating calyx.'® The
dignitary’s beard is un-Egyptian in type and, like the hair, is rendered naturalistically. It
is paralleled in Achaemenid art on the figure of a royal groom on a fragment which
probably came originally from the North Stair of the Apadana at Persepolis.'” Like the
other figures on the stela, the dignitary has thick protuberant lips and rather bulbous
cheeks, but the heavily lidded eye and the prominent, slightly hooked nose give to his
features a Near Eastern cast. In the lobe of his ear he appears to wear an ear-ring, similar
to the one worn by the Susa Guards.!® There is no parallel for the figure’s dress in
Egyptian art; he wears a loose shawl-like garment with an edging, which falls loosely over
his arm to the seat of the throne. His full-length skirt is gathered into diagonal pleats,
and has a vertical pleated section falling to the ankles at the front. This type of dress,
regularly referred to as a kandys or ‘Persian robe’, is ubiquitous in Achaemenid court
art; the clearest parallel for it on a seated figure is the representation of Darius on the
original central panel of the North Stair of the Apadana at Persepolis, where only the
more elaborate pleats at the back of the sleeve differ.'® The dignitary’s feet rest on a plain
rectangular low footstool, which is of simpler design than that shown with seated figures
of the Great King at Persepolis.?® The contrast between his feet, depicted in profile
without toes, and those of the second offerer in this register and of the deities above,
where the toes of the rear foot are shown, probably indicates that the dignitary’s feet are
shod. However, it is impossible to be certain whether he wears strapped boots, or the
strapless variety reserved for royalty alone in Achaemenid iconography.?!

The throne on which the dignitary is sitting is the element which shows most
conclusively that he is a Persian of very high rank, for it is like the royal throne of the
Great King himself as represented on Achaemenid monuments.?? It has a high straight
back and a rectangular box-seat with tasselled fringe below. The elaborate legs have vase-
like finials at the top, with three turned relief rings below, surmounting leonine feet
which rest on a further ring above an umbelliferous floral capital over a base knob; the
cross-bar is ornamented with two groups of three turned rings. Over the back of the

14See CAH IV, pls. 56, 65, 89; the first two examples are alleged to come from Egypt.

ISFor partial parallels to the circlet, see the Susa Guards, e.g. P. Briant, Darius: les Perses et I’Empire
(Paris, 1992), 35; see also the Oxus plaque illustrated in O. M. Dalton, The Treasure of the Oxus (London,
1964), pl. xiv. 49.

16 A fillet with a lotus flower or bud projecting at the brow is quite a common head ornament for subsidiary
figures of women on Late Period Egyptian monuments, (cf. refs. quoted in n. 13 above), from which this
might conceivably be derived.

17BM WA 118839: see Farkas, Achaemenid Sculpture, pl. x. figs. 18-19.

18 Briant, Darius, 35.

19 Root, King and Kingship, pl. 17 = Schmidt, Persepolis, pl. 121.

20Gee, for example, Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 77, 78a, 98, 105, 121.

21Gee, for example, Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 121, 140-1.

22Gee 1. 20 above for examples. See also fragments of thrones from Samaria (CAH 1V, pl. 102) and Tell
el-Fara (W. M. F. Petrie and O. Tufnell, Beth-Pelet, 1 (Tell Fara) (London, 1930), 90, pl. 46).



1995 A STELA OF THE PERSIAN PERIOD 31

throne is a drape or mattress which extends across the seat, forming both back-rest and
cushion; these two elements generally appear to be separated in the Persian royal
examples.?

The offering-table in front of the dignitary is of Egyptian type and of simple wooden
construction utilizing timbers apparently of square section; the legs are shown with a
horizontal median strengthening bar between them, from the middle of which rise
vertical and diagonal struts supporting a plain flat top. On this there appear two large
rounded objects with concentric grooving, probably to be interpreted as loaves; between
and in front of them is a round-topped object with tapering sides and a central vertical
‘bud’, which has upright triangular forms to either side of it.?* Above these lies a trussed
duck, its head to the right and its belly facing the viewer.

Facing the dignitary across this offering-table stands a figure wearing an ankle-length
ensemble, which may comprise a tunic with elbow-length sleeves worn under a long
wrap-around skirt with its side edge shown, rather than a single garment with a separate
belt. The bottom element could either be a fringe or the pleated edge of a fine lower
garment. Such multi-layered ensembles are worn by both men and women on Late
Period monuments,?® and the reliefs of the tribute processions on the North and East
Stairways of the Apadana at Persepolis show the members of the Egyptian delegation
wearing the same style of garment.?® The hair or wig, short and rounded, revealing the
ear and with a slight bulge at the back, is a predominantly female style in the Late Period,
although it is occasionally shown on males.?” The facial features of the offerer are
represented in the same manner as those of the deceased in the upper register.
Unfortunately, the offerer’s left arm obscures the crucial chest area, so the sex of the
figure must remain uncertain. The palm of the left hand rests on the edge of the offering-
table, while the right arm is stretched across it, holding out towards the dignitary a large
ring decorated with a stylized floral element comprising three petals or buds emerging
from a bifurcating calyx. This could conceivably be a modification of a floral hair-fillet
of the type frequently worn by Egyptian women, though we know of no other cases where
such fillets are presented in offering scenes. Torques or rings do appear among the
offerings being brought to the Great King in the Apadana reliefs at Persepolis,?® but an
exact parallel from Achaemenid art for such a ring with floral ornament is not known to
us. Like the seated dignitary, the offerer is represented with both feet in profile, without
the toes of the rear foot being shown, as they are in the figures of the deities in the upper
register and of the second offerer in this register; whether this is intended to indicate
that he is shod must remain uncertain.

23Gee, for example, Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 98-9, 105, 121-2.

% For offering-tables with similar groupings of objects see Munro, Totenstelen, pl. 30. fig. 109, pl. 31. fig.
114, pl. 32. figs. 116-17; the pointed forms may possibly represent either loaves or sealed jars.

Z5For male examples, see Munro, Totenstelen, pl. 34. fig. 124, pl. 35. fig. 130, pl. 37. fig. 137. A female
example appears on the Alexandria Tjanofer lintel, for refs. see n. 5 above.

26Schmidt, Persepolis, pl. 36a-B. On the Nagsh i-Rustam and Persepolis tombs, Egyptians are shown
wearing similar garments, but without the side edge or belt element; see M. Roaf, “The Subject-Peoples
on the Base of the Statue of Darius’, Cahiers de la Délégation Archéologique Frangaise en Iran 4 (1974),
138. Unfortunately, the Persepolis reliefs are too badly damaged to be sure whether this element is present
or not.

27For female examples, see Bénédite, Mon. Piot 25, pls. iv—v (Louvre E.11377), Maspero, Le Musée
égyptien: Recueil 11, pls. xxxv.a, xxxvi (Cairo, JE 10978). For male and female examples, see ibid., pls. xxxii.b,
xxxiv (Cairo, JE 29211).

28Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 278, 32a—B, 43a—B.



32 IAN MATHIESON ET AL. JEA 81

Behind the first offerer is a second offering-table, which is taller and of more elaborate
construction than the first. The top comprises two horizontal elements separated by a
groove; immediately beneath this is a moulded rectangular panel between the legs. This
type does not seem to be Egyptian, nor does an exact parallel occur in Achaemenid court
art, although an analogous type appears on a seal.?” Three vessels stand on the top, from
left to right: a bulbous vase with a long tapering neck and everted rim, a plain, high,
flaring cup, and a broad low-shouldered bowl with cord decoration round the neck and
everted roll-rim. Below the table are three sealed amphorae of varying shapes. They may
rest on a separate stand, or, alternatively, on an open shelf forming part of the offering-
table beneath which is a large basin or pan with everted rim.*® We are most grateful to
Mr P. G. French and Miss J. D. Bourriau, who have kindly provided the following expert
comment on the vessels shown on the stela:

Sculptors often paid little heed to the forms and scale of vessels in relation to other elements in
scenes, and any attempt to relate such representations to actual vessel types is a hazardous
undertaking. It does, however, appear that useful parallels may be drawn in the present case.

The cup offered by Anubis and the central vessel on top of the table are similar, though the
latter is a little slimmer. Pottery cups run through from the Third Intermediate Period to the
Persian Period.®! The pitfalls of attempting closer dating are illustrated by the fact that the
slimmer version best fits the eighth—seventh centuries Bc, while the one offered by Anubis
somewhat resembles vessels of the late sixth—fifth/early fourth centuries Bc, common at Saqqara*?
and elsewhere, though it is of more flaring form. The other two vessels on top of the table are
probably of metal, so perhaps the cups are also.

The three vessels below seem to be shown at much less than their proper scale. The waisted
form of the jar on the left appears in Egyptian jars in the sixth century Bc and continues into
the fifth—early fourth centuries,? but in combination with handles it would be unusual. Probably
what is intended is a Palestinian transport amphora; the neck is longer and wider than usual, but
the waisted form is authentic. Unfortunately, the date range is wide, and in the absence of reliable
additional details can only be stated as late eighth-late fourth centuries Bc.>* The mouth appears
to be stopped with a mud sealing, as the mouth of the central vessel almost certainly is,
confirming their use as transport amphorae. The form of the central vessel itself is unfamiliar,
but the vertical handles may betray another amphora of similar origin and date, albeit with an
unusually wide mouth and narrow shoulder. Smaller vessels closer to the form do occur, usually
with a single handle, in the sixth—fourth centuries Bc,* but would not usually carry a mud sealing.
The amphora on the right is the easiest to recognize, but it would be about three times as large
as depicted; the high looped handles should be turned through 90 degrees, and are intended to
receive a carrying-pole, borne on the shoulders of two men.*® This is another non-Egyptian type,
originating in Cyprus or the Levant,?” though copies apparently made of Egyptian silt are known

2 CAH 1V, pl. 46a.

30Vessels of this shape made of bronze were discovered in the Falcon Catacomb, gallery 16, cache 9 at
the Sacred Animal Necropolis at North Saqqara: C. Insley Green, The Temple Furniture from the Sacred
Animal Necropolis at North Saqqdra, 1964—-1976 (London, 1987), 60-1 nos. 143-6.

3IR. Anthes, Mit Rahineh 1956 (Philadelphia, 1965), pls. 62—4, passim; P. G. French, ‘Late Dynastic
Pottery from the Berlin/Hannover Excavations at Saqqara, 1986’, MDAIK 44 (1988), 83 no. 12.

32Gee, for example, G. T. Martin, The Tomb-Chapels of Paser and Racia at Saqqdéra (London, 1985),
pl. 37 no. 122.

33W. M. F. Petrie, Tanis, I1 (London, 1888), pl. xxxiv.24 (from Defenneh).

34A. G. Sagona, ‘Levantine Storage Jars of the 13th to 4th century B.C.", Opuscula Atheniensia 14 (1982),
79-80 and fig. 1, especially nos. 6, 7 and 10. An amphora of this general type, probably of the later seventh
century, is known from the DAI excavations at Buto in the Western Delta (P. G. French, forthcoming).

35E. D. Oren, ‘Migdol: A New Fortress on the Edge of the Eastern Nile Delta’, BASOR 256 (1984), figs.
13 and 21, nos. 23-4.

36 Petrie Tanis, 11, pl. xxxiii. 6 (from Defenneh).

37Sagona, Opuscula Atheniensia 14, 88, 90 and fig. 4.
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from the DAI excavations at Buto (see n. 34). The period of use is from about the seventh to
the fourth centuries Bc.

The scene thus probably depicts a row of metal vessels on a table, while below it is a row of
foreign amphorae used for the transport of oil and perhaps other luxury commodities in the
eighth—fourth centuries Bc. None of the recognizable forms are known to continue into the
Ptolemaic Period in Egypt.

The second offerer stands facing the dignitary across the taller offering-table and
clasps the right wrist with the left hand before the waist, in such a manner that the right
palm and the back of the left hand face the viewer. This is the so-called ‘Persian gesture’,
which appears on some Egyptian monuments.*® An analogous gesture occurs in Achae-
menid art.>® The hair or wig is of the same style as that of the first offerer, but protrudes
less at the rear, perhaps because the back of this figure is carved directly against the
raised border of the stela. The facial features are also very similar, as is the dress, except
that it has no fringe or pleated element at the bottom, and the sleeve, somewhat fuller,
reaches the wrist. The prominent breastbone suggests that in this instance a female may
be represented,* but, as in the case of the first offerer, the sex of this figure must remain
uncertain. The toes of the rear foot are shown, as in the upper register, indicating that
the figure is unshod.

The inscriptions
The hieroglyphic inscription (pl. V; fig. 3)

The single vertical hieroglyphic inscription begins on the right border and continues
down the left, occupying in each case the entire space between the top of the upper
register and the base of the stela. Above each column is an incised horizontal divider.
The hieroglyphs are in general of reasonably correct Egyptian forms, but display some
of the idiosyncracies of arrangement and execution not uncommon in Late Period
inscriptions; in just a few cases the detail of a sign is unusually elaborate and the cutting
abnormally deep. The formulae and names are well rendered by Late Period standards,
with only a few solecisms and idiosyncracies. At the right-hand bottom corner, two signs
have been partially lost and others slightly damaged through the chipping of the side of
the stela. Exudation of salt has obscured one sign in the same area, together with one
sign at the top and seven in the lower half of the left-hand column.

Transhteration

1) dd-mdw* Wsir® hnt-imntt® ntr c; nb $tt¢ di =f pri-hrw t hnqt ksw ;pdw mnht $s° [....... 1 bt
nfr(t) web(t)® ‘
2) b(w) [n]frw" cnh ntri im n ks (n) Wsir Dd-hr-bs* s; :7'tm' ms.n nb(¢)-pr T:-nfr(t)-hr™

%See A. Schulman, BES 3 (1981), 103-11; G. Steindorff, Catalogue of the Egyptian Sculpture in the
Walters Art Gallery (Baltimore, 1946), no. 276. For bibliography and comment on the gesture: Schulman,
ibid.; V. Laurent, RAE 35 (1984), 140-2. B. Bothmer (Egyptian Sculpture of the Late Period, 700 BC-
AD 100 (Brooklyn, 1960), 83-4) thought that this gesture appeared with the Twenty-seventh Dynasty and
was diagnostic for that date, but it may well occur earlier and have Egyptian roots (L. M. Leahy, personal
communication).

3See Root, King and Kingship, 272—6, “The Hand-Over-Wrist Gesture’; for examples, see Schmidt,
Persepolis, pls. 258—c, 51, 57-8, 72p, 878—c, 121, 123.

“It may be noted in this connection that some male attendants in Achaemenid reliefs are shown with
similar prominent breastbones, where they may represent eunuchs, e.g. Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 140-1,
193-4.
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Notes

a) An unusual feature is the reduction of the mdw-sign by omitting its upper portion, but the
intended reading is not in doubt, as dd-mdw appears frequently at the beginning of the texts
of Late Period funerary stelae (e.g. Theban examples in Munro, Totenstelen, pl. 1. fig. 3,
pl. 2. fig. 5, pl. 4. figs. 13 and 16, pl. 5. figs. 17, 18, 20; Memphite examples appear to be rarer).
In such cases, however, dd-mdw introduces speeches, whereas in our stela it takes the place
of the classical htp-di-nsw formula.

b) The writing of the name of Osiris with the sign | as determinative is a criterion for dating
inscriptions to the Saite and post-Saite period, see Munro, Totenstelen, passim. Here it 1s

placed before ﬂ , which shows the back of the throne in a distinctive manner; cf. note j)
below.

c) The sign » used to write hnt(y) is carved with both horns bent forward, as also later in k;w;
the use of imntt instead of émntyw is common in Late Period stelae from Memphis (Munro,
Totenstelen, pl. 58. fig. 200, pl. 59. fig. 197, pl. 61. fig. 207, pl. 63. fig. 216, etc.).

d) The form of = with central -~ is a Saite ‘archaism’. A form approximating to MJ is used
for 3, as in a number of Saqqara Late Period stelae and statue inscriptions (Martin, Tomb
of Hetepka, pl. 44. 158, pl. 51. 202). nb $t(y)t is typically an epithet of Sokaris, but is also used
of Osiris, see Wb. IV, 559.10; in the Demotic text, however, a different epithet is apparently
used, see Commentary below.

e) On Late Period stelae the order of the offerings is frequently muddled. The sign 8 appears
out of traditional order after mnkt, and may have been interpreted as its determinative rather
than as s, ‘alabaster’, see Wb. 11, 87. 13-14.

f) The sign obscured by salt (followed by the plural determinative) perhaps resembles a
kneeling man facing left (contrary to the direction of the hieroglyphs) with outstretched arms
presenting a cylinder vase or pot; if so, it may be intended to read mrht, ‘ointment’, or, more
probably, sntr, ‘incense’.

g) Note the Saite/post-Saite form of @ used in wrb; also the omission of nb(¢) and the feminine
endings of the adjectives.
h) The central sign of the top group of the left column is badly obscured, but in view of the

following alphabetic complements, the trace can only well be interpreted as § nfr; if so, the
preceding ] presumably forms a short writing of b(w). The determinative is of rather

unusual form; it seems to represent a floret of some sort, conceivably - , rather than s,

the ‘flesh’ determinative.

j) ‘Honorific transposition’ of nk and ntr has been employed here where, according to earlier
practice, it is inappropriate; cf. note b) above.

k) Despite damage from the exudation of salts from the stone, the figure of the dwarf god Bs
is quite clear on the original (see facsimile, fig. 3). For the writing of the Saite and post-Saite
theophoric names beginning Dd-hr with the squatting baboon of Thoth, see Ranke PN I,
411.b; for the oracular connection of these names and for examples of Dd-hr-bs, see ].
Quaegebeur, ‘Considérations sur le nom propre égyptien Teéphthaphénuchos’, OLP 4
(1973), 85-100.

1) The name of the owner’s father is partially obscured by the exudation of salt. For the form

of the initial 1\ , compare that used in 77- in the mother’s name. The next sign can only
be < or, less probably, <. The loops of the tethering-rope = are clearly preserved, while
the feet and the trace of the head of the bird which follows strongly favour §\. The reading

srtm is amply confirmed by the Demotic inscription; on the Iranian character of this name,
see p. 37 below. By the Late Period the sounds of ¢ and ¢ were no longer distinct; both
represented #, and the sign transliterated ¢ is used in the Demotic text. For this reason the
name has been anglicized as Artam, not Artjam.

m) For the name T;-nfr(¢)-hr, see Ranke, PN I, 361.a.3, 364.a; Munro, Totenstelen, 192 (Leiden
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X1V, 13), 338 (BM EA 184). The female determinative has been placed out of position in front
of -hr, probably owing to lack of space. On the Demotic version of this name see the
Commentary below.

Translation

Spell. Osiris, the foremost of the West, the great god, the lord of the sanctuary, (may) he give
an invocation-offering of bread, beer, oxen, fowl, clothing, alabaster(?), incense(?), things perfect
and pure, the luxuries upon which the god lives, to the ka of Djedherbes, son of Artam, born of
the lady Tanofrether.

The Demotic inscription (pl. VI, fig. 3)

The Demotic inscription has been cut by a mason with some familiarity with the forms
of Demotic signs, but no great skill in their execution. He has not allowed sufficiently
for the length of the inscription, and has been too generous with the spacing of signs
in its first half. Some severe and unsolved difficulties of reading result from the smallness
of the signs and the lightness of their incision towards the end of the inscription. The
final three groups, which intrude on the hieroglyphic inscription on the left-hand border
of the stela, are slightly more deeply cut. Although most of the Demotic groups are
tolerably correct in form, some arouse the suspicion that they are erratic. Certain
scratches on the stone, though clearly unconnected with the Demotic inscription, also
complicate the reading at certain points.

Transhteration
1) dd—mdw Wsir hnt imnt Wn-nfrntr c; nb ".....0 hs (?) mn =f Dd-hr-bs s; ;rym ms Tz-nfr(f)-'...."
1 dt

..........................

Commentary

The Demotic inscription begins with dd-mdw like the hieroglyphic text, but if parallelism
between them was intended, it is only partial. dd-mdw is not a particularly common opening to
Demotic inscriptions on funerary stelae, though it does occur, for instance, in Spiegelberg, Dem.
Inschr. 1, 25-6 no. 31095.2, 44 no. 31112.3, 48 no. 31123.1, 63 no. 31156.2, followed by a variety
of funerary formulae. The reading of the divine name Wsir hnt imnt Wn-nfr ntr c; presents no
problems, but the following epithet is difficult. If it was intended to follow the hieroglyphic text,
then nb $ty.t is to be expected, but the group following nb cannot be interpreted as $ty.z
(W. Erichsen, Demotische Glossar (Copenhagen, 1954: hereafter DG), 527.5). Although at first
sight pnw might seem a possible reading, no known epithet of Osiris resembles nb pnw, and the
words listed in DG 131-2 are all palaeographically and semantically unsuitable. A frequent epithet

of Osiris at Memphis is nb R;-st;w; on some Memphite stelae this is defectively written % (e.g.

Munro, Totenstelen, pl. 58. fig. 199, pl. 59. fig. 202). Possibly the mason of the Demotic inscription
has produced an inexact rendering of such a writing of this epithet. Note that the determinative
of this word is the same as that employed in émnt, and is more suitable to [R;]-sz;w than to $ty.z.

o4
The crucial groups 7'1{/ VL‘Q should convey the nature of the benefit done by Osiris for the

deceased, whose name follows. Their reading is problematic. The second element seems most
likely to represent 7n =f, an oblique scratch from above having merged with the upper stroke of
the first sign. This suggests the presence of the formula rn =fmn r nhh dt / §;c dt, ‘may his name
endure for ever’ (e.g. Spiegelberg, Dem. Inschr. 1, 23 no. 31092.10, 24 no. 31093.10, 41 no.
31110.14), but although the final word of the mscrlptlon is certainly dt there is no group in the

preceding text which can represent mn. The group VIL'Q before n =f, while unusual in form,
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bears some resemblance to an early writing of ks, ‘praise’: cf. DG 329.1 'hl!l. ; also to certain
Roman writings, e.g. Spiegelberg, Dem. Inschr. 1, 58-9 no. 31147, upper inscription, line 3 | -
and lower inscription, line 2 ‘d.lL (in both of which, contra Spiegelberg, hs should be read).

Writings with the initial consonant & written % do occur, but apparently only in the Roman Period
(DG 329.1). The formula iw =%k hs m-bsh X r nhh dt / $:c dt, ‘you are praised before god X for
ever’, and its variants are fairly common in funerary stelae (e.g. Spiegelberg, Dem. Inschr. 1, 36—8
no. 31103.6, 39 no. 31105.1, 41-2 no. 31110.8, 70~1 no. 23173.1), and frequent on Demotic
Mother of Apis stelae, on which they occur from the time of Nakhtnebof to Cleopatra VII
(unpublished; but see Smith, “The Death and Life of the Mother of Apis’, in A. B. Lloyd (ed.),
Studies 1n Pharaonic Religion and Society in honour of J. Gwyn Griffiths (London, 1992), 201-25).
This suggests that ks 7n =f, ‘praises his name’, may perhaps be read, the name of the deceased
following in apposition. Alternatively the first sign may be read as dit or as the feminine or plural
definite article ¢;/n;, but no suitable continuation is apparent.

The reading of the owner’s name is certain, cf. the name Dd-hr-bs in P. Brooklyn 37.1781.2,
37.1839A.2, 37.1839B.2 of 201-181 Bc (P. W. Pestman, Receuil de textes démotiques et bilingues
(Leiden, 1977), I, 1-30; II, 1-35; III, pls. i-iii=N. J. Reich, Mizraim 1 (1933), 1-129: I am
grateful to Miss C. A. R. Andrews for this reference). It is confirmed by the hieroglyphic text (see
note k) above). The writing of the father’s name :7¢m is alphabetic and quite clear; note that ¢
is used to transcribe the hieroglyphic ¢ (see note 1) above and Schmitt’s interpretation of the name

below). The signs @## immediately following ms, though very small and cramped, clearly corre-
spond with the first elements T;-nfr(.t) of the name 7%-nfr(f)-hr which is given in the hieroglyphic

inscription (cf. the writing of nfr in Wn-nfr above). The following groupﬂ is lightly scratched

and perhaps affected by accidental surface pitting; it does not appear to correspond at all well with
hr, especially compared with the clear writing in Dd-hr-bs above, yet ought to form part of the

name on analogy, particularly if the group (. is to be taken as the name determinative. It is, of
course, possible that the mother’s name was abbreviated in the Demotic text, where the mason

was clearly short of space. If this is the case, the group ¢. might be read n p;, though the
preceding group would remain problematic.
Any reading of the following groups of crowded, lightly incised signs, must be highly spec-

ulative. The first group f(t may have been intended to be the same as that tentatively read ks

y/
above, despite slight differences in the shape of the signs. The following group 14-’ or /Ié')

certainly ends in a ‘divine’ determinative; the former might correspond quite well with early
writings of Hp, ‘Apis’. No satisfactory reading of the following cramped and faintly in-

cised Wgroups presents itself, though they appear to end with v, possibly representing
the determinatives‘ﬁﬂ . As stated above, the end of the inscription is more deeply cut, and the
final group r.# is certainly intended for dt, ‘eternity’ (DG 687-8). However, the final sign of the

preceding group |6 is clearly the ‘divine’ determinative, which appears to rule out the common
phrases » nhh dt or $;c dt as possibilities. If a divine name is present, R perhaps fits the group
before this determinative best, allowing for possible ligaturing.

Given these uncertainties of reading, attempts to analyse the grammatical construction of the
inscription are likely to be vain. In the first part of the text, if 4s is read, it seems reasonable to
take it as a First Present with I¥sir as subject; or as an Imperative if dd-mdw is regarded as
introducing a speech by the god rather than acting as a simple heading. After the matronym 7%-
nfr(t)-[....], if ks is read again, parallelism might suggest the same construction; but if a god’s
name (rather than a theophoric human name) follows, this would entail Dd-hr-bs praising a deity
rather than being favoured by him, which is unusual though not unattested in such inscriptions.
Perhaps, therefore, the tentative suggestion n p; hs Hp (?), ‘in the favour of Apis’, might be
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preferable. It is virtually certain, however, from the presence of dt at the end, that this final
passage is part of the funerary formulae, and, even when deciphered, will not offer further
information about Dd-hr-bs himself, his family, or his status and role in life.

With regard to the palaeography of the inscriptions, the tick on the first group of mdw appears
in early writings (see DG 184.7), as does also the writing of knt in hnt imnt (see DG 31.3). The
writing of ks (if correctly read) is also early, the Roman examples quoted above presumably being
archaistic. The small group after Wn-nfr has been made with two vertical incisions placed very
close together, but is not large or open enough for the definite article p;.

Translation

Spell: Osiris, foremost of the West, Wennofer, great god, lord of (Ro)staw(?), praises(?) his name,
(that is) Djedherbes, son of Artam, born of Tanofret-[....]; [......ccooiiiiiiiiiiil. ]
for ever.

The Iranian name

We are deeply grateful to Professor Riidiger Schmitt of the Institut fiir Vergleichende
Indogermanische Sprachwissenschaft und Indoiranistik of the Universitit des Saarlandes
for kindly providing the following authoritative comment upon the name of the father of
the owner of the stela:

s7tm can be identified as an Iranian name without any difficulties. It is the same name as Old
Iranian *Rtama- as we find it in Aramaic *7#m (inscription from Dascylium;*! perhaps also
represented by an uncertain, partly restored form of Aramaic r#tm from Persepolis),** and in
Greek Artdmés (on a Tebtunis papyrus of the second century Bc).** The form *Rtama- is a
regularly-formed two-stem hypocoristic *Rta-m-a-.** The name ;7¢m has nothing to do with
Egyptian ;rtms,* nor with ;75m (Greek Arsdmés; Old Persian R§ama-).*

Discussion and historical commentary

On his stela, Djedherbes names Artam as his father and Tanofrether as his mother. The
former is a Persian name, the latter Egyptian. While personal names are not always
reliable indicators of ethnic identity, in this case, the information can almost certainly be
taken at face-value. Persian names and titles were rarely applied to non-Persians,*” and

41R. Altheim-Stiehl and M. Cremer, Epigraphica Anatolica 6 (1985), 1-16.

42R. A. Bowman, Aramaic Ritual Texts from Persepolis (Chicago, 1970), 193 s.v. "artm, and 112 (43:3)
with pl. 11. For another probable example see R. T. Hallock, Persepolis Fortification Tablets (Chicago,
1969), 97, PF59, quoted by M. Mayrhofer, Onomastica Persepolitana: Das altiranische Namengut der
Persepolis-Tafelchen (Vienna, 1973), 8.644. B

43 Ph. Huyse, Iranische Namen in den griechischen Dokumenten Agyptens (Vienna, 1990), 37 no. 34.

“For more details, see commentary by R. Schmitt, in Altheim-Stiehl, Epigraphica Anatolica 6, 10.

45G. Posener, La premiére domination perse en Egypte (Cairo, 1936), 119 = G. Goyon, Nouvelles inscrip-
tions rupestres du Wadi Hammamat (Paris, 1957), 118-20 no. 109. For this name see E. Edel and
M. Mayrhofer, Orientalia 40 (1971), 1-2.

46 ,5m is the Demotic form of Greek Arsimés, the name of the famous satrap of Egypt under Artaxerxes I
and Darius II: G. R. Driver, Aramaic Documents of the Fifth Century B.C. (Oxford, 1954), 6-7, 44ff.

47The one known exception is the Babylonian Beldunu, Greek Belesys: see M. W. Stolper, ‘BélSunu the
satrap’, in F. Rochberg-Halton (ed.), Language, Literature and History. Philological and Historical Studies
Presented to E. Reiner (New Haven, 1987), 389-402; id., “The Kasr Archive’, in H. Sancisi-Weerdenburg
and A. Kuhrt (eds), Achaemenid History, IV. Centre and Periphery (Proceedings of the Achaemenid History
Workshop; Leiden, 1990), 199ff.
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whereas the practice of Persian officials taking Egyptian names is attested,*® a Persian
woman is very unlikely to have done so. The stela of Djedherbes can, therefore, be
considered as constituting the first certain evidence of a union between a Persian and
an Egyptian.*® The child of such a union could have been in a somewhat anomalous
position. As the son of an Egyptian woman, he may not have been eligible for full entry
into the closed circle of the Persian aristocracy, and as the son of a Persian, he may have
been excluded from certain Egyptian offices, especially priestly ones. This may help to
explain the absence of titles in Djedherbes’ inscriptions, which is extremely unusual on
Egyptian funerary monuments of the Late Period.

Normally on Egyptian funerary stelae, label texts identify the figures, but this is not
the case here. It is therefore not possible to state with certainty whom the figures in the
lower register represent. The seated figure clearly depicts a Persian of high rank. This
may even be a representation of the Persian monarch himself, although on balance this
seems extremely unlikely. The Great King would surely be shown wearing a crown of
some sort rather than a simple circlet. Furthermore, the holding up of a bowl before his
face, as if about to drink, is a gesture not found in extant Achaemenid court iconography
(see n. 12); it infuses an essence of informality into the scene, inconsistent with
representations of the Great King. Other possibilities include a satrap of Egypt, or some
other aristocratic, possibly royal, official, either of whom may be Artam, the father of
Djedherbes, named in the inscriptions. Alternatively, the seated figure may depict
Djedherbes as a Persian, although we think that this is unlikely. Such a representation
would be inconsistent with the Egyptian character, not only of the inscriptions, but also
of the funerary scene in the upper register, which contrasts with analogous scenes on a
carved slab found at Memphis, showing the mortuary rites of a Persian,’* and on the
Carian stelae from North Saqqara.’! Moreover, the seated dignitary depicted on Djed-
herbes’ stela and the dead Persian depicted on the slab from Memphis are both shown
with their natural beards, whereas the figure on the bier in the upper register of the
Djedherbes stela, who must surely represent the owner, is clean-shaven.

As noted above, the sex of the two offerers remains uncertain. However, if we admit
the intrinsic probability that one of the figures in the lower register depicts the owner
of the stela, and if the arguments presented above against the seated dignitary being
Djedherbes are accepted, then it follows that he should be one of the offerers. As the
owner of the stela, he is unlikely to have been represented in a peripheral manner, and
the first offerer is therefore the more probable option. Two details which may lend
support to this suggestion are: i) the manner in which the feet of the two offerers are
depicted (the first may be shod, whereas the second is definitely not); ii) the fact that
the second offerer is not actually shown in the act of making a presentation, but stands
with his hands clasped in the so-called ‘Persian gesture’; the analogous gesture found
in Achaemenid art (see n. 39) is one of respect. If the identification of the first offerer

8 Ariyawrata had himself called Djeho; see Posener, La premiére domination perse, 178 and no. 33. One
of the men sent by the satrap Aryandes against Cyrene was called Amasis, but this man must have been
a Persian, for Herodotus (IV. 167; see also I. 125) says that he belonged to the Persian Maraphian tribe.

*The Persian aristocracy only acculturated selectively, and in general, it seems, did not marry foreign
women. For an exception, see Herodotus VIII. 136, although this may be a special case.

0See Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Fiihrer durch das Berliner Agyptische Museum, (Berlin, 1961), 78, pl.
56, (formerly East Berlin 23721). See also Culican, The Medes and Persians, 248 and pl. 52.

5! Masson, Carian Inscriptions, pls. iv. 1, v. 1-2. See also P. Gallo and O. Masson, ‘Une stéle “helléno-
memphite”’ de I'ex-collection Nahman’, BIFAO 93 (1993), 265-76.
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with Djedherbes is allowed, and if the Persian dignitary represents Artam, then a scene
of the son presenting offerings to his father may be what is shown here.

The relief scenes on the stela display an overall unity of execution and technique which
points to their being the work of a single craftsman, although the inscriptions may have
been incised by others. The expressive carving and the subtlety of the modelling indicate
that a competent sculptor was at work here, one who not only had a thorough, intimate
knowledge of the Egyptian tradition, but who was familiar also with Persian court
iconography. The stela was found at Saqqara, the necropolis of Memphis. The court of
the satrap of Egypt was at Memphis and it is therefore probable that the principal state
workshops, wherein the best craftsmen would have been employed, were centred there.
These craftsmen, the masters of their professions, may well have been requisitioned for
work abroad; the evidence of the Persepolis Fortification Tablets shows that during the
Achaemenid period, the ‘Pax Persiana’ not only allowed, but actually demanded and
facilitated the movement of conscripted workers, artisans and craftsmen around the
Empire.*? PF1547, 1557, 1806 and 1814 refer specifically to Egyptians, and they are
mentioned too in PF1957. In Fort.1967,% 690 Egyptian ‘stone removers’ receive wine
rations, and in Fort.1858,°* monthly rations are issued to five Egyptian goldsmiths.
Aramaic documents record the activity in Achaemenid Egypt of foreign artisans and
craftsmen, including a sculptor,® and it has been argued that at least one of the Egyptian
hieroglyphic inscriptions in the Wadi Hammamat is the work of a Persian mason.>®
Although we lack the evidence, presumably both the satrapal court and the establish-
ments of Persian grandees in Egypt were richly embellished with decorative elements in
Achaemenid style. Expertise and a familiarity with foreign traditions would, therefore,
have gone hand in hand. It is from such a cosmopolitan milieu that our sculptor should
be thought of as coming.

The question of whether the sculptor of the scenes on the stela was an Egyptian or
a foreigner is an intriguing one, which cannot ultimately be resolved. The way in which
the headdresses of the deities break the top border of the upper register, a feature which
finds a parallel on the Carian stelae from Saqqara (see n. 10), may perhaps point to
foreign workmanship. Another such pointer is the representation of the offerings on the
table in front of the dignitary, where, apart from the trussed duck, it might be argued
that the artist did not have any clear idea of what he was showing. In spite of these details,
however, the scenes exhibit such a close melding of styles and such an instinctive grasp
of Egyptian conventions, so different from that found on the Carian stelae, that it may
be suspected that they are the work of a native sculptor.

52Hallock, Persepolis Fortification Tablets, passim; see especially Categories L to R (PF847-1634),
Category T (PF1788-1860) and Category V (PF1940-1960).

53Hallock, “The Evidence of the Persepolis Tablets’, in W. B. Fisher et al. (eds), The Cambridge History
of Iran, 11 (Cambridge, 1985), 607.

5*Ibid. 602.

55 Driver, Aramaic Documents, Letters VI, VII and IX.

56 Goyon, Nouvelles inscriptions, 28, 11820, no. 109, pl. xxxiv, quoted by P. Briant, ‘Ethno-classe
dominante et populations soumises dans I’Empire achéménide: le cas de I'Egypte’, in Kuhrt and Sancisi-
Weerdenburg (eds), Achaemenid History, 111. Method and Theory (Leiden, 1988), 168. Goyon states:
‘L’aspect général de I’écriture trahit la qualité étrangére de son auteur. La forme du cartouche qui entoure
ordinairement le nom du roi, par exemple, n’a pas été comprise par le sculpteur, lequel devait ignorer qu’il
s’agissait, a I'origine, d’une simple boucle de corde entourant le nom du roi. Tandis que le sculpteur perse
traite le cartouche comme s’il s’agissait d’une stéle en pierre qui, pareille aux steles de son pays, posséde
une forme circulaire 2 la partie supérieure et évasée a la base de maniére a former une sorte d’assise.” This
interpretation is by no means as certain as Goyon’s statement suggests.
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In some details, the rendering of the Persian dignitary on the stela departs from the
strict canon of Achaemenid iconography as exhibited on the Persepolis reliefs. The
naturalistic rendering of hair and beard contrasts with the very stylized treatment of these
elements at Persepolis. The sleeve of the kandys lacks the formal, radiating, vertical
pleats at the back and hugs the upper arm in a more tight-fitting manner, thus revealing
a greater area of pleating around the back of the skirt than is usual.>” It also has a border
running right round the outside edge, whereas on the Persepolis reliefs, an analogous
feature appears on the inside of the sleeves.® To what extent such minor discrepancies
are due to lapses of memory on the part of the craftsman, or to the fact that Persian
satrapal and private art did not have to comply with the canon of the royal court,>
remains an open question at present.

As noted above, the presentation of the large ring with stylized floral ornament by the
first offerer to the dignitary is a scene which has no exact parallel in Egyptian or
Achaemenid art. The inspiration behind it may have been a distorted recollection of the
scenes on the Apadana reliefs at Persepolis, showing tribute bearers presenting torques
or rings to the king.® However, it may have deeper significance. In Achaemenid iconog-
raphy, the ring was a symbol of power; Ahuramazda is frequently shown holding out a
ring in the presence of the Great King.®! Perhaps the sculptor or his patron subtly
contrived to suggest this idea on the stela, cleverly combining elements from both the
Achaemenid and the Egyptian symbolic spheres.

The date and original provenance of the stela

There is no conclusive evidence for the absolute dating of the stela, such as would be
provided by a regnal date formula or a prosopographical identification. Stylistic and
historical factors must be considered.

Stylistic considerations can lead to no precise estimate of date, but there are features
of the stela which argue for its being assigned to the sixth—fourth centuries Bc. These
are: the forms of the vessels depicted (pp. 32-3); the general style and iconography of
the figures (n. 5); some details of the mourning scene in the upper register (nn. 8, 10,
and 11); epigraphic idiosyncracies of the hieroglyphic inscription (nn. a)-k)), and perhaps
certain palaeographical indications in the Demotic (see commentary, pp. 35-7).

Historically, it is unlikely that a Persian official of high rank would have been
represented on an Egyptian funerary stela except during a period of Persian rule; native
religious and political sentiment would surely have forbidden it. If this be accepted, the
date-range for the manufacture and original erection of the stela is narrowed to the years
525-404 Bc (‘“Twenty-seventh Dynasty’) and 343-332 Bc (‘Thirty-first Dynasty’). As the

57 Compare with Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 98, 105, 121, 123,

8See Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 121 and 140 for particularly clear examples.

M. C. Root is at present studying seal-impressions on published Fortification Tablets from Persepolis,
from which there is evidence to show that Persian officials had freedom to use non-Persian styles. See Root,
‘Circles of Artistic Programming: Strategies for Studying Creative Process at Persepolis’, in A. C. Gunter
(ed.), Investigating Artistic Environments in the Ancient Near East (Washington, 1990), 115-39; id., ‘From
the Heart: Powerful Persianisms in the Art of the Western Empire’, in Sancisi-Weerdenburg and Kuhrt
(eds), Achaemenid History, V1. Asia Minor and Egypt: Old Cultures in a New Empire (Leiden, 1991), 1-29.

%0Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 278, 32a-B, 37a—B, 43a—B.

%1See, for example, Schmidt, Persepolis, pls. 76a-B, 77, 78a-8, 79. For the ring as a symbol of power, see
Root, King and Kingship, 173-4, 188-9, 212.
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inscriptions indicate that the owner of the stela, Djedherbes, was the son of a Persian
by an Egyptian woman, the Second Persian Domination (343-332 Bc) becomes relatively
unlikely, for its eleven-year duration does not allow for the child of such a union to have
reached maturity.

One of the great shaft tombs in the Saqqara necropolis generally ascribed to the First
Persian Domination may have been the original provenance of the stela. Certain of these
in the vicinity of the Unas Pyramid complex are within a kilometre of its findspot at the
Gisr el-Mudir. However, the recent discovery by the Czech Archaeological Expedition to
Abusir, well over two kilometres to the north, of the tomb of the famous Egyptian official
Udjahorresnet, who served Cambyses and Darius 1,°* shows that tombs of this type and
date were not confined to a particular region of the necropolis. In none of these great
shaft tombs, so far as we are aware, have reliefs or stelae showing Persian officials been
found. The presentation scene in the lower register of our stela at present appears to be
unique.

52We are indebted to Prof. Miroslav Verner, Director of the Czech Archaeological Expedition to Abusir,
for this information.
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A STELA OF THE PERSIAN PERIOD FROM SAQQARA (pp. 23-41)
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LA BASSE NUBIE A I’ANCIEN EMPIRE: EGYPTIENS
ET AUTOCHTONES

Par BRIGITTE GRATIEN

Was Lower Nubia inhabited during the Old Kingdom? Since G. A. Reisner’s hypothetical ‘B Group’ was
discounted, the archaeological sources seem to have contradicted the Egyptian texts, which give the impression
of an area which was populated, if not prosperous. Examination of recent finds, however, suggests the existence
of a Nubian population between Aniba and the Second Cataract, and the greater part of the Nubian pottery
discovered on the Old Kingdom site at Buhen may provide the most convincing evidence for this.

Depuis les travaux de George A. Reisner au début de ce siécle, la classification des
cultures de Basse Nubie qu’il a établie est généralement adoptée pour les périodes les
plus anciennes; c’est ainsi que 'on dénomme Groupe A les populations qui ont habité
la Vallée du Nil jusqu’a la premiere dynastie a la fin de laquelle elles disparaissent; le
Groupe C, qui appartient au méme complexe culturel, apparait a la VI® dynastie, ou au
plus t6t a la fin de la V© dynastie; il réoccupe la plupart des sites anciens. Pendant environ
cinq siecles, cette région deviendrait donc un désert humain. Que s’est-il passé pendant
cette période?

Différentes hypothéses ont été avancées, qui proposent soit un peuplement trés lache
par une population pauvre et qui a laissé peu de vestiges, soit un reflux des habitants vers
le sud ou les déserts avoisinants sous la pression des Egyptiens, ou a cause de I'aggrava-
tion des conditions climatiques.! La premiére hypothése, celle de G. A. Reisner qui crée
un groupe humain intermédiaire, le Groupe B,? est actuellement abandonnée en faveur
de la seconde, a la suite d’'un examen critique des vestiges supposés du Groupe B par
H. S. Smith.®> Ce dernier a prouvé incontestablement que les sépultures et le mobilier
attribués au Groupe B étaient soit des tombes pauvres ou vides, soit des fosses pillées,
sans matériel clairement identifiable, soit des sépultures d’animaux. Comme le souligne
I'auteur, seul Reisner a largement utilisé cette division que Firth puis Emery, tendent
rapidement a abandonner.

! Sur cette derniére hypothése, voir B. Bell, Geographical Journal 136 (1970), 569-73.

2G. A. Reisner, The Archaeological Survey of Nubia. Report for 19071908 (Le Caire, 1910), 332 sq.

*H. S. Smith, Kush 14 (1966), 69-124: I'auteur suppose la disparition de la population 2 partir des
campagnes de Aha et de Djer (p. 121, et H. S. Smith et L. L. Giddy, ‘Nubia and Dakhla Oasis in the Late
Third Millennium B.C.: The Present Balance of Textual and Archaeological Evidence’, in F. Geus et F.
Thill (eds), Mélanges offerts a Jean Vercoutter (Paris, 1985), 318).

Pour d’autres, I'afflux des tribus d’éleveurs venant du sud a la fin du Groupe A, provoque les raids
égyptiens jusqu’a l'arrivée du Groupe C (H. A. Nordstrom, Kush 14 (1966), 68). A cela s’ajoute le déclin
provoqué par la rupture de la chaine commerciale au profit de I'Egypte (H. A. Nordstrom, Neolithic and
A-Group Sites (Uppsala, 1972), 31-2) sinon I’énsemble de tous ces phénomenes (B. G. Trigger, Nubia
under the Pharaohs (London, 1976), 44). K. Zibelius-Chen y adjoint I’éventualité d’une baisse de la
population provoquée par la sédentarisation (Die dgyptische Expansion nach Nubien. Eine Darlegung der
Grundfaktoren, (TAVO 78; Wiesbaden, 1988), 51-4) ou par le rattachement du premier nome 2 I'Egypte
qui aurait provoqué la disparition du ‘early Nubian II' de Trigger (p. 6); il est évident que la création du
premier nome de Haute Egypte a da avoir une influence néfaste sur les populations nubiennes.
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Or, les sources égyptiennes sont en contradiction avec les sources archéologiques
nubiennes puisque les textes donnent I'image d’un pays peuplé, sinon trés peuplé et
fournissent des témoignages indirects de I’existence d’une administration qui gére la
contrée. Il est bien connu que les rares sources épigraphiques égyptiennes antérieures
a la VI° dynastie font mention de la présence de groupes humains en Basse Nubie.

Nous tenterons donc ici, a I'aide d’'un nouvel examen des sources archéologiques et
textuelles, de comprendre quels étaient la situation de la Basse Nubie pendant ’Ancien
Empire égyptien, et les rapports de sa population avec I'Egypte.

Les premiéres campagnes militaires égyptiennes

Des deux premiéres dynasties, nous ne possédons que trés peu de références sur la
pénétration égyptienne en Nubie. Les armées du Nord semblent étre parvenues sur la
deuxiéme cataracte deés le régne du Roi Scorpion: témoin, le graffito du Djebel Scheikh
Souleiman, dont la date est parfois contestée,* mais tout a fait plausible puisqu’une
tablette de 'Horus Aha, peu aprés, mentionne une campagne en Ta-Séti.> Une nouvelle
expédition a lieu sous le regne du Roi Djer, dont le passage sur la deuxiéme cataracte
a pour preuve un autre graffito du Djebel Scheikh Souleiman.®

Les incursions vers le sud se poursuivent: une stéle de Khasekhem a Hiérakonpolis
célebre une victoire sur la Basse Nubie.” Une gravure rupestre datée de la II° dynastie
a été relevée par Z. Zaba a 'est de Nagd Abou Shanak sur la rive orientale et figure un
serekh surmonté du signe nzr.®

Les armées égyptiennes ménent donc dés le début de la période historique plusieurs
campagnes militaires qui auront peut-étre pour effet de stopper le développement des
zones habitées par le Groupe A; elles en rapportent butin et prisonniers, mais I’exploita-
tion du pays n’est pas ordonnée; les pharaons semblent avoir agi ponctuellement pour
pacifier la région et garder quelque contréle sur des centres d’échanges.

La politique des pharaons se modifie dés les tous débuts de la IV® dynastie. Le
monument le plus célébre est sans conteste la Pierre de Palerme qui mentionne en
quelques mots une campagne militaire en Nubie sous le régne de Snéfrou ‘raser le pays
des Nubiens (77 Nhs(yw)). Amener prisonniers: 7000; bétail grand et petit: 200000’.°
Ces nombres ont souvent été mis en doute; on a parfois insisté sur la possibilité d’un
gonflement de ceux-ci, mais rien ne permet d’infirmer la valeur du témoignage de la
Pierre de Palerme; quoi qu’il en soit, ce texte de la IV® dynastie indique en Nubie
I’existence d’une forte population d’éleveurs prospéres;'® il est possible qu’une partie
releve de groupes qui pratiquent le nomadisme ou le semi-nomadisme, mais, nous le

*W. Needler, YARCE 6 (1967), 87-91; I. Hofmann, BiOr 28 (1971), 308-9.

SW. M. F. Petrie, Royal Tombs of the First Dynasty, II (Londres, 1901), pl. 3.2.

SA. J. Arkell, JEA 36 (1950), 28-30; A. H. Sayce, PSBA 32 (1910), 262, qui l'avait interprété comme une
bataille de la XII¢ dynastie; également Needler et Hofmann (supra, n.4) et W. Helck, MDAIK 26 (1970),
85, pour qui une expédition au Djebel Scheikh Souleiman n’est pas prouvée.

7]. Quibell et F. W. Green, Hierakonpolis, 11 (Londres 1902), 47-8, pl. lviii.

87. Zaba, The Rock Inscriptions of Lower Nubia (Czechoslovak Concession) (Prague, 1974), 30, n° 2 et 3.

9Urk. 1, 236.10; traduction A. Roccati, La littérature historique sous I'’Ancien Empire (Paris, 1982), 39.

10D, O’Connor, récemment, suppose qu’a cette période la population de la Basse Nubie était de 46 000 h.
(‘Early States Along the Nubian Nile’, in W. V. Davies (ed.), Egypt and Africa. Nubia from Prehistory to
Islam (Londres, 1991), 147).
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verrons ci-dessous, la présence des Egyptiens dans la Vallée du Nil a cette époque est
attestée jusqu’a Bouhen et la deuxiéme cataracte.

Une autre campagne qui a dii se dérouler dans le pays de Ouaouat a la IV dynastie,
d’aprés les inscriptions 27 et 28 de Khor el-Aquiba, confirme le texte de Snéfrou: ‘le
gouverneur (?) du nome du chien Khabaouet, est venu avec une armée de 20000 hommes
pour raser Quaouat’ (n° 27) et ‘le gouverneur du nome oriental septentrional Saouib.
17000 nubiens ont été faits prisonniers’ (n° 28).'" Si I’on accepte I’existence d’une Basse
Nubie peuplée a ’Ancien Empire, une datation avancée est plausible.

D’autres campagnes ont dii avoir lieu au cours de la V¢ dynastie puisque, sur les
monuments royaux, figurent des Nehesyou, mais on ne sait s’il s’agit des habitants de
la Haute ou de la Basse Nubie.'? Les Nubiens, serviteurs ou descendants de captifs, sont
encore représentés sous QOuserkaf, Sahouré et Niouserré, et dans la relation de la
campagne de K;-m-tnnt sous Isési.!* On connait des Nehesyou pacifiés de Medja, Irtjet,
Iam." Un fragment du temple funéraire de Djedkaré Isési mentionne le ‘pays de l'or’
et d’autres toponymes africains (?) qui pourraient concerner la Nubie.!s

Ces quelques textes témoignent donc un intérét constant de I’Egypte pour la Basse
Nubie dés les époques les plus anciennes et le besoin de maintenir la paix et le contrdle
sur le pays. Apres la disparition du Groupe A, et ayant sans doute contribué a celle-ci,
les Egyptiens prennent le contrdle des sources de matieres premiéres et des voies
commerciales. Mais ceci ne signifie pas un vide humain total et les textes de la IV®
dynastie en particulier sous-entendent une occupation dense des rives du fleuve par des
populations dont 'une des principales activités demeure 1’élevage.

La création de villes-comptoirs

L’installation permanente des Egyptiens en Nubie semble avoir suivi les campagnes de
Snéfrou. Les sites archéologiques, les inscriptions égyptiennes, ainsi que I'étude des
titres confirment I'existence de ‘comptoirs’ installés le long des rives du Nil, et dans
lesquels une population indigéne, plus ou moins nombreuse, a pu servir. Ces vestiges
mettent en évidence une activité égyptienne intense pendant les IV® et V¢ dynasties.

17, Lopez les date de la fin de la V° ou de la VI dynastie selon I'ordre chronologique des gravures et
parce qu’il croit en un vide humain et politique en Nubie avant la VI© dynastie (Las inscripciones rupestres
faradnicas entre Korosko y Kasr Ibrim, orilla oriental del Nilo (Comite Espaiiol de la UNESCO para Nubia,
Mem. de la Misién Arq. 9; Madrid, 1966), 25-30); W. Helck remonte leur datation a la IV® dynastie, d’aprés
des arguments linguistiques, une étude des titres et 'identification des gouverneurs (SAK 1 (1974), 215);
ceci est un nouvel argument en faveur d’une Basse Nubie peuplée et les objections de ]J. Lopez, pour qui
le vide de la Nubie a la IV® dynastie rendait une datation antérieure a la VI© dynastie impossible, tombent
d’elles-mémes dans le cas d’une Basse Nubie peuplée. )

2D. O’Connor, JARCE 23 (1986), 47, n. 108; R. Drenkhahn, Darstellungen von Negern in Agypten
(Hamburg, 1967) 4-9.

13Caire CG 1371, 1476; Urk. 1, 180-186: H. Gauthier, Le Livre des Rois d’Egypte, I (Le Caire, 1907),
197; K. Baer, Rank and Title in the Old Kingdom. The Structure of the Egyptian Administration in the Fifth
and Sixth Dynasties (Chicago, 1960), n° 530.

“Tombe de Nswt-nfr 2 Giza G. 4970 (datée IV® ou V© dynastie) ou sont figurés quatre porteurs
d’offrandes dont deux sont Nubiens Nhsy (PM 111, 40 et 1112, 1, 143; Baer, Rank and Title, n° 292).

15A. Grimm, S4K 12 (1985), 29-31; D. B. Redford, 4RCE 23 (1986), 137-8; Grimm, GM 106 (1988),
26; on mentionne dans ce texte I'or nbw et 'or drm de Bst, Snsh et hst qui, selon Grimm, sont des
toponymes africains (GM 106, 26); mais il n’est pas prouvé que I’Egypte exploite les gisements africains
a ’Ancien Empire et ces trois pays pourraient effectivement étre situés dans le nord.



46 BRIGITTE GRATIEN JEA 81

Peu de traces architecturales subsistent car les sites élus sont ceux qui ont été choisis
a nouveau a la XII® dynastie pour ériger les grandes forteresses: les emplacements
localisés aux débouchés des pistes qui conduisent aux sources de matiéres premiéres ou
a proximité des grandes communautés indigénes des Groupes A et C, des relais
commerciaux ou points-étapes.

A Toschka Ouest a été découverte in situ une stéle de la VI® dynastie mentionnant le
pays Satjou;'® on ne connait pas exactement 'emplacement du débouché sur la vallée de
la piste des carriéres, probablement entre Toschka et Tomas, car il est vraisemblable
qu’elle suivait a peu pres le méme itinéraire qu’au Moyen Empire ol 'on a pu recon-
naitre la route sur plusieurs kilometres, et ’on ignore si elle était fréquentée des la IV®
dynastie. En revanche, les carrieres, a 65 km a 'ouest d’Abou Simbel, ont été exploitées
sous Chéops, Didoufri, Sahouré, Djedkaré Isési, puis au Moyen Empire.!” Les lieux
d’exploitation sont dispersés sur plusieurs kilometres; les habitats sont comparables aux
habitats miniers d’autres régions: des huttes, sans trace de mur fortifié, des lieux de culte
avec tables d’offrandes; les éventuels puits n’ont pas été découverts et le ravitaillement
en eau a toujours di poser probléeme; Toschka n’était peut-étre occupé que temporaire-
ment lors des expéditions pour la recherche des minéraux.

Les inscriptions de la V¢, puis de la VI® dynastie, relevées a2 Tomas sont certainement
a mettre en rapport avec I'exploitation des carriéres de Toschka: on y a lu les noms de
Sahouré, Isési, Téti et Pépi et ceux de nombreux magistrats;'8 c’est principalement a la
VI¢ dynastie que les expéditions ont laissé trace de leur passage; la fréquence des
inscriptions de I’Ancien Empire laisse supposer que Tomas servait de halte, mais aucun
habitat contemporain n’y a été découvert.

Les documents inscrits retrouvés a Bouhen prouvent 'existence d’un service de
courrier et d’'une administration permanente en contact avec le pouvoir central, que ce
soit par la route des oasis de Dakhleh/Khargeh ou Douch dont nous ne savons pas si elle
fut empruntée aussi anciennement, par celle des oasis de Kourkour et de Dounkoul et
la route de Toschka, ou plus vraisemblablement au début de I’Ancien Empire, par la voie
fluviale, sous la direction des capitaines de bateaux, via Eléphantine, et peut-étre Kouban,
Tomas et d’autres relais inconnus aujourd’hui.

Le site de Kouban pouvait étre en effet une étape sur la route de Bouhen; seul
témoignage, les huit tessons de I’Ancien Empire du type Meidoum, mis au jour dans les
couches inférieures du fort par W. B. Emery et L. P. Kirwan.!® L’installation de Kouban

16W. K. Simpson, Heka-nefer and the Dynastic Material from Toshka and Arminna (New Haven and
Philadelphia, 1963), 49-50, pl. xxv.b, 40.

17PM VII, 274-5; R. Engelbach, ASAE 33 (1933), 65-74, et ASAE 38 (1938), 371; A. Rowe, ASAE 38
(1938), 393; E. Zippert, AfO 12 (1937), 187. La stele de Chéops porte sous le cartouche du roi la mention
himt (smt Hwfw) qui a été interprétée par Engelbach et Sive-Soderbergh comme le nom local; mais d’apreés
le récit d’Ouni, le nom général devait étre Ibhat; le premier pourrait étre le nom local de I'établissement
d’ouvriers dans le désert (a comparer avec le nom hmwt sdmt sous Mycérinus a Giza: R. Stadelmann, RdE
33 (1981), 67-8). La stele de Sahouré donne peut-étre dans sa partie inférieure le nom local du district
sdj(?) hmt (Engelbach, ASAE 38, 389, pl. lv. 2).

18], Leclant, ‘Rapport préliminaire sur la mission de 1'Université de Strasbourg a2 Tomés (1961)’, Fouzlles
en Nubie (1959-1961) (Le Caire, 1963), 21 (V¢ dynastie); LA VI, 629; A. E. P. Weigall, A Report on the
Antiquities of Lower Nubia (the First Cataract to the Sudan Frontier) and their Condition in 19067 (Oxford,
1907), 5. Les premiéres inscriptions du Wadi Allaqgi sont VI® dynastie (B. B. Piotrovsky, ‘The early
settlement of Khor-Daoud and Wadi-Allaki. The ancient route of the gold mines’, Fouilles en Nubie
(1961-1963), (Le Caire, 1967), 134 sq.).

19Emery et Kirwan, The Excavations and Survey Between Wadi es-Sebua and Adindan, 1929-1931 (Le
Caire, 1935), 26, 58.
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est peut-étre déja liée a I'exploitation des mines de cuivre et aux pistes qui pénétrent le
désert oriental.

La, comme 2 Aniba, les fouilleurs avaient suggéré la construction d’un fort a ’Ancien
Empire, escale vers ce que I'on considérait alors comme une ‘factorerie’ égyptienne a
Kerma.?’ La méme idée avait d’ailleurs été lancée pour la premiére forteresse d’Ikkour
par C. M. Firth.2! Mais ces hypotheéses ont été rejetées par T. Sive-Soderbergh,* pour
qui le type de fortifications correspond aux établissements de la XII¢ dynastie dans la
deuxie¢me cataracte. Nous n’avons pas de comparaison possible en Egypte méme et les
enceintes anciennes de Bouhen et d’Eléphantine sont d’un type différent. Les premiers
établissements remontent toutefois pour le moins au début du Moyen Empire,”® mais
’existence de structures antérieures ne peut étre exclue définitivement; Kouban, Ikkour
et Aniba furent occupés anciennement, étapes sur la route de Bouhen et de Kerma.

Bouhen devait étre la colonie la plus importante de I'époque: W. B. Emery y découvrit
en 1962 un habitat fortifié de '’Ancien Empire au nord de la forteresse,* daté notamment
par la trouvaille d’empreintes de sceaux-cylindres des IV® et V¢ dynasties aux noms de
Chéphren, Mycérinus, Sahouré, Neferirkaré, Niouserré, appliquées sur papyrus, sacs de
cuir et jarres et par un ostracon au nom de Kakai,?® mais aucun des rois de la VI® dynastie
n’y est cité; cet habitat pourrait avoir été lié au travail du cuivre dans la région.? Certains
tessons appartiennent a des types déja connus a la II° dynastie et I'éventualité d’un
habitat plus ancien a été envisagée.’’” L’occupation a été longue et ininterrompue.
L’établissement comporte plusieurs reconstructions; le niveau supérieur est entouré
d’un mur d’enceinte sinueux de 2 m d’épaisseur et d’un fossé, coté sud, vers la riviere.
Les limites nord et sud ne sont pas connues mais ’habitat est d’'une taille considérable,
conservé sur une épaisseur importante dont on n’a fouillé que 60 m? et une tranchée de
3 m de large. Les constructions présentent des alignements dans trois directions
différentes, ce qui laisse supposer plusieurs niveaux d’occupation; pour le niveau princi-
pal, un plan orthogonal semble avoir été adopté, ce qui suppose une décision

20@G. Steindorff, Aniba (Gliickstadt et Hamburg, 1935-37), I, 22 et I1, 3-6.

21C. M. Firth, The Archaeological Survey of Nubia. Report for 1908-1909 (Le Caire, 1912), 22; F. L1
Griffith, LAAA 8 (1921), 65.

22 Agypten und Nubien. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte altigyptischer Aussenpolitik (Lund, 1941), 30-6.
D. O’Connor toutefois est en faveur d’'une datation ancienne (‘Nubia before the New Kingdom’, S. Wenig
et al., Africa in Antiquity. The Arts of Ancient Nubia and the Sudan, 1 (The Brooklyn Museum, 1978), 55).

Z3B. Gratien, Les Egyptiens en Nubie. Politique et administration aux 3¢ et 2¢ millénaires avant §.-C., thése
de doctorat d’ Etat (Paris Sorbonne-Paris IV, 1990), 405.

Z*Emery, Kush 11 (1963), 116-20; id., Egypt in Nubia (London, 1965), 111-14.

25L’un de ces cachets du régne de Niouserré fournit peut-étre le titre jmy-r; smntyw (Emery, Kush 11,
119, fig. 2, C-4-1), a mettre en rapport avec les inscriptions de Koulb ci-dessous.

26 Toutefois, les fours relevés et interprétés par Emery comme fours de bronziers sont similaires a des
fours de potier et le travail du cuivre a une date aussi ancienne ne peut étre prouvé.

27La fondation de I'habitat dés la II® dynastie est douteuse; elle est fondée sur la présence d’un éventuel
niveau ancien sous le fossé et dans lequel on a découvert des briques de grande taille comme celles utilisées
alors, de la céramique et des sceaux de jarre comme ceux de la I1¢ dynastie (H. S. Smith, JEA 58 (1972),
60). Le C 14 donne une date ancienne: sous le sol de ’Ancien Empire, deux dates calibrées 2960 +/— 60
av. J.-C. et 2830 +/— 50 av. J.-C.; mais cinq autres échantillons donnent une date plus ancienne pour le
niveau supérieur! et I'on sait les problémes que posent les variations des datations C 14 quand elles ne sont
pas multipliées (Cf. B. J. Kemp, Ancient Egypt. Anatomy of a Civilization (London, 1989), 125 n. 1 and
Radiocarbon 5 (1965), 21, 288-9; Emery, Kush 11, 117 et 119). Smith (Smith et Giddy, Mélanges Vercoutter,
320) ne croit pas en la possibilité d’une occupation a la II® dynastie, mais confirme qu’elle n’est pas
postérieure a la V¢ dynastie.
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administrative pour la fondation de I’établissement, a comparer avec celle, plus tardive,
d’Ayn Asil. Des installations artisanales et vivriéres (un jardin?) ont été installées a
I'extérieur du rempart est. A I'intérieur des murs, on peut reconnaitre dans le bloc I des
magasins, et ailleurs des zones artisanales et des habitations, mais dans la partie fouillée,
la zone occupée par magasins et entrepdts est prédominante; il se peut que les quartiers
résidentiels soient situés ailleurs. L’architecture est égyptienne.

W. B. Emery insiste sur le fait que la ville est une pure colonie égyptienne comportant
95% de céramique égyptienne mais aussi 5% de céramique indigene dite ‘Groupe B’
pour la plupart, avec quelques tessons Groupe A, preuve indéniable de rapports suivis
avec la population autochtone, que ces biens soient parvenus a2 Bouhen comme le fruit
d’échanges avec la population nubienne ou que cette derniére ait vécu sur place.?®

De la céramique de I’Ancien Empire a été signalée, ailleurs, dans la deuxiéme
cataracte’® et des inscriptions rupestres, parfois des stéles royales frustes, ont été
découvertes aux alentours de Bouhen et 2 Abd el-Qader (huit graffiti sur le site 5-0-4;*°
quatre a Abousir, site 5-T-16),%' vestiges qui ont pu étre laissés par les habitants de
Bouhen sur la colline B2 et dans la deuxiéme cataracte, 2 Dakka/Koulb.** La région a
pu étre abandonnée a la VI® dynastie car, a I'exception des graffites aux noms de Pépi
et Neferka, il n’y a aucun vestige connu de la fin de ’Ancien Empire ou de la Premiére
Période Intermédiaire. Bouhen, ol la superficie des entrepdts est remarquable, a pu jouer
le role de centre de tri et de stockage qu’elle retrouvera au Moyen Empire et servir déja
de ville-comptoir, de lieu d’échange dés sa fondation; la localisation choisie peut s’expli-
quer par sa position géographique, point de rupture de charge obligé avant les grands
rapides de la deuxiéme cataracte; cet intérét stratégique est renforcé par sa situation au
coeur d’une région miniére; car il faut mettre I’habitat en relation avec les inscriptions
de I'’Ancien Empire retrouvées a Dakka et Koulb, qui nous donnent les noms de
prospecteurs.>* Rappelons que les carriéres de Toschka sont en activité a la méme
époque que le site de Bouhen.

Les relations entre Egypte et Nubie a la IV et a la V¢ dynasties sont corroborées par
quelques titres administratifs, déja signalés par H. G. Fischer® et étudiés récemment

28Nous lirons ci-dessous que la céramique de Bouhen conservée au Petrie Museum ne comprend
quasiment aucun tesson provenant de jarres-greniers, mais essentiellement des pots de cuisson et des bols,
donc des vases trouvés sur les habitats et pouvant étre déplacés ou troqués facilement.

29A. J. Mills et H. A. Nordstrém ont découvert dans la couche 1 du camp 11-L-14 de Saras Ouest un
tesson de la IVe-V¢ dynasties (Kush 14 (1966), 7).

30F. Hintze et W. Reineke, Felsinschriften aus dem sudanesischen Nubien (Publikation der Nubien-
EX;)Cdlthl’l 1961-1963, 1; Berlin, 1989), n° 16 a 19, 24, 27-8, 43.

'Ibid n° 232, 234, 237 290.

32Smith, j’EA 58 (1972), 58, pl. xxvi.1; Kush 14 (1966), 334. Smith a d’ailleurs envisagé une date ancienne,
au glus tard I11¢ dynastie. Les titres ne renseignent guére sur la composition de la population de Bouhen.

33Site 21-X-1, Hintze, Kush 13 (1965), 13-14; Leclant, Orientalia 53/2 (1966), 160; Hintze et Reineke,
Felsinschriften, 180.

34Site 21-X-1, trois inscriptions de ’Ancien Empire, n° 597-9, celles de deux directeurs (jmy-r; smntyw
Sj-nfr et Stw) et d’un scribe des prospecteurs (s§ smntyw Jj-ks-j): Hintze et Reineke, Felsinschriften, 189,
pl. 257-9; Hintze, Kush 13 (1965), 13—14; Leclant, Ortentalia 35/2, 160; Wenig, LA IV, 529.

35 Kush 11 (1961), 76 sq.
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par K. Zibelius-Chen.?® Des Nubiens vivent en Egypte’” et d’autres sont figurés sur les
parois des chapelles des mastabas de la V¢ dynastie & Giza.*®

Le seul titre qui pourrait étre directement en rapport avec ’administration et le
commandement des sites de Nubie est celui que porte a la V¢ dynastie Nswe-nfr sur un
mastaba de Giza: chef des gardes de la frontiere méridionale (jmy-r; tnw); il est
également chef des fortins des déserts et des forteresses royales (jmy-r; rthw smywt
mnnw nswt), seuls exemples connus de ces titres; il porte encore ceux de chef du
département des forteresses (jmy-r; wpt mnnw), chef des forteresses des provinces de
This, d’Aphroditopolis et de I'est d’Hékat.’* Un autre personnage, Sn-juwnw, est chef des
forteresses (jmy-r; mnnw) selon une inscription de la IV® ou V¢ dynastie 2 Khor el-
Aquiba.*

A cette époque, I'administration centrale, probablement a Memphis, est donc en
contact étroit avec la ville de Bouhen, et, on peut le supposer, avec les autres sites habités
par les Egyptiens; mais nous ne savons rien de I’organisation intérieure de ces derniers,
de l'autorité dont ils dépendent et de la composition de leur population.

Ainsi, la présence en Nubie des Egyptiens est attestée a ’Ancien Empire, probable-
ment sous la forme de comptoirs-relais le long du fleuve, utilisés a la fois comme bases
de départ vers les sources de mati¢res premiéres, sites d’'une premiére transformation
de celles-ci et de leur stockage, comme lieux d’échange et comme étapes et escales vers
les établissements situés plus au sud. A la fin de la V¢ dynastie, ces habitats sont
abandonnés, a I'exception de celui de Tomas, ceci vraisemblablement 1ié 2 ’augmenta-
tion de la population indigene, qui se traduit par I'installation du Groupe C le long des
berges du Nil et plus au sud par 'apogée du Kerma ancien. Les textes et les titres de
la VI¢ dynastie clament encore une suzeraineté de I'Egypte sur les pays nubiens mais
'occupation ne semble plus permanente et ce sont des expéditions militaires ou com-
merciales qui apportent les marchandises du pays de lam; le bureau des affaires
nubiennes est alors situé a Eléphantine.

Lexistence d’'un groupe humain en Nubie a I’Ancien Empire

Il nous faut donc rechercher les vestiges d’une éventuelle population en Basse Nubie aux
IVe et V¢ dynasties. Le Groupe A de Basse Nubie est contemporain des sites pré-kerma
et protohistoriques en amont de la deuxiéme cataracte.*! Les vestiges les plus anciens
des nécropoles du Kerma ancien le sont de ’Ancien Empire.*? La Vallée du Nil Moyen
est occupée continuellement dans le temps et I'espace. Les rapprochements entre Kerma
ancien et ‘early C-Group’, Ia et Ib de Bietak, ont déja été largement signalés. Tres
souvent en Basse Nubie le Groupe C a réoccupé les mémes emplacements que le Groupe

36 Die digyptische Expansion, 136 sq.

37D. Valbelle, Les neuf arcs (Paris, 1990); plus tard, Ouni écrira (Urk. 1, 102, 18): ‘les directeurs des
administrations étaient a la téte des troupes de Haute et de Basse Egypte, des demeures et des villes qu’ils
gouvernaient, des Nubiens (nehesiou) de ces régions’ (trad. Roccati, La littérature historique, 187).

38H. G. Fischer, Kush 11 (1961), 75.

39P. Chevereau, RdE 38 (1987), n° 185, 198; Mastaba de Giza G. 4970; PM 1112, 143,

0], Lopez, RdE 19 (1967), 52-3; Chevereau, RdE 38, n° 191.

*1Cf. I'habitat pré-kerma de Kerma, la nécropole de Sedeinga, les nombreaux sites de Kadruka, pour ne
citer que les plus proches de la région qui nous concerne et que J. Reinold considére contemporains du
Groupe A de Basse Nubie.

*2Gratien, sur la datation des objets du Kerma ancien, dans Sai, 1. La nécropole Kerma (Paris, 1986),
443,
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A,*® mais ceci peut étre dii au fait que ce sont les emplacements les plus favorables
géographiquement.

Incontestablement la population a diminué au cours de I’Ancien Empire. Toutefois, les
campagnes militaires du début du Moyen Empire, certainement aussi violentes que celles
de la IV© dynastie, n’ont pas entrainé la disparition du Groupe C.

Reisner et les premiers fouilleurs qui ont été en contact avec le matériel du Groupe
B avait décelé une différence suffisante pour créer un nouveau groupe culturel. Nous
savons qu’il est parfois extrémement difficile de déterminer 1'appartenance a un groupe
humain d’objets sortis de leur contexte et sans les avoir vus, car une méme sphere
culturelle peut couvrir des milliers de kilométres, des confins du désert libyque jusqu’aux
collines de Kassala, et des centaines d’années, du néolithique, jusqu’au début de notre
eére. Les marques de régionalisation peuvent étre difficiles a cerner, méme par I'étude
de la céramique. Les céramiques rouges a bord noir sont tres délicates a dater, de méme
que la céramique usuelle a décor géométrique imprimé ou incisé; la forme, la technique,
le décor donnent cependent les lignes d’une évolution générale qui aide a la datation.

Habitats ou nécropoles ont tous disparu sous les eaux des lacs de retenue des
différents barrages d’Assouan. Les premiers n’ont guére attiré I'attention en Basse
Nubie; quant aux nécropoles, aucune tombe n’a été datée de I’Ancien Empire parce que
I'on n’a pas retrouvé de matériel égyptien postérieur a la I°" dynastie dans les fosses;
cependant, I'arrét des dépots ne signifie pas la disparition totale de la population mais
plutét la rupture de la chaine d’approvisionnement et de 'accés aux biens importés; le
méme phénomene se reproduira, a une plus faible échelle, au Groupe C, dont les tombes
sont pauvres en matériel égyptien lors des périodes de soumission. Les Egyptiens qui
controlent les sources de matiéres premiéres ou le trafic n’ont plus besoin de fournir des
produits en échange et les biens importés se raréfient donc dans les cimetiéres.

L’établissement de I’Ancien Empire a Bouhen n’est connu que par le rapport prélimi-
naire d’Emery. Il nous apprend que la céramique nubienne compose 5% de I’ensemble
(6% dans la publication finale de D. O’Connor), céramique qu’il classe dans le ‘Groupe
B’ (‘fragments of unmistakable Nubian B-Group’),** et plus loin Groupe B, ce dernier
étant prédominant,*s signe de la difficulté quil a eue a I'identifier. H. S. Smith affirme
que cette poterie comporte quelques exemples de céramique ‘line and dot’, de tradition
Groupe A et d’autres en péte noire ou brune avec un décor incisé empli de blanc comme
au Groupe C.** Aucun renseignement ne nous est fourni sur la stratigraphie. Les
précisions données par le fouilleur et les quelques remarques que nous avons pu retirer
d’un examen du matériel*” montrent une grande diversité. La céramique de Bouhen

#3Comme D'écrit Nordstrom, Kush 14 (1966), 63-8.

* Kush 11, 116.

*1bid. 117.

*6Smith et Giddy, Mélanges Vercoutter, 320.

“7Nous avons pu a plusieurs reprises étudier directement la céramique nubienne de la ville de I’Ancien
Empire de Bouhen, en dépét au Petrie Museum. Nous remercions chaleureusement de I'aide qu’ils nous
ont apportée et des autorisations données le comité de 'Egypt Exploration Society et le Petrie Museum de
University College London, et plus particulierement Mmes P. Spencer, B. Adams et J. Edwards, M. D.
Jeffreys. Les dessins des céramiques de Bouhen sont publiées avec la courtoisie du Petrie Museum,
University College London. Nos remerciements s’adressent également au Professeur David O’Connor dont
nous avons appris, alors que cet article était sous presse, la publication prochaine du rapport final The Old
Kingdom Town at Buhen et qui nous a généreusement fourni une copie du manuscrit, dont plusieurs
conclusions corroborent les notres et auquel nous prions les lecteurs de se référer.
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frappe par son apparente hétérogéneité.*® On y trouve a la fois des formes fermées

proches de celle du Groupe A et du Kerma ancien, d’autres plus ouvertes proches du

Kerma moyen et du Groupe C classique; d’autres enfin portent un décor incisé Kerma

ancien/Groupe C Ia/Ib. Ceci permet de supposer une occupation assez longue du site.
On peut y déterminer plusieurs groupes principaux (fig. 1):

(a) les nombreux bols rouges a bord noir en poterie fine ou grossiére, a panse carénée,
ou évasés a 'ouverture resserrée présentent des différences morphologiques et
certainement chronologiques. Certains sont trés proches du Groupe A, avec une
forme haute, un fond pointu, une ouverture refermée; quelques-uns sont polis et
treés soignés, d’autres, modelés grossiérement; certains possédent un bord noir.
Quelques exemplaires sont évasés et la tranche de leur lévre est plate, comme
parfois au Groupe A; d’autres présentent une caréne prés du bord et sont plus
proches du Kerma ancien, notamment par la forme de la lévre, renflée. Sur d’autres
exemplaires, la tranche de la lévre, plate ou oblique, a certainement été taillée au
couteau comme encore une fois sur les trés beaux vases du Kerma ancien. Rares
sont les tessons rippled (quelques tessons montrent un léger brunissage rippled
comme le n° 20206);

(b) des vases de trés belle qualité en poterie fine rouge a bord noir, imprimés 2 la
roulette de bandes radiantes verticales, ou parallélles, horizontales ou ondulées; ces
poteries sont le plus souvent polies aprés décoration, similaires aux catégories A
VIII et A IX due Kerma ancien et Ala28 du Groupe A;* la forme est carénée
comme au Kerma ancien (n° 20249). Un vase évasé, le n® 20264, comporte un décor
complémentaire, incisé et hachuré a la molette sous la lévre;

(c) plusieurs exemplaires de vases de cuisson hémisphériques en pite grossiére, brune
ou noire, lissés, ou plus rarement, polis portent un décor incisé de triangles
hachurés ou quadrillés (n° 20281, 20290, 20286) similaires a la poterie utilitaire du
Groupe C ou du Kerma moyen. La forme, hémisphérique, de ces derniers est plus
tardive que les exemplaires précédents; notons toutefois que quelques exemplaires
montrent une forme ancienne, avec fond pointu, panse évasée, lévre a tranche plate
qui pourraient, selon leurs caractéres morphologiques, étre contemporains de
’habitat Ancien Empire;

(d)un type fréquent est représenté par des vases au fond pointu, soit a I'ouverture
resserrée (se terminant parfois par une inflexion externe qui donne une lévre
verticale a tranche plate), soit a I'ouverture évasée et dont la tranche de la lévre peut
étre hachurée, une forme connue anciennement; la panse entiére est couverte d’un
décor de chevrons imprimés a la molette lisse, avec parfois un décor secondaire
incisé sur la tranche de la lévre (n® 20350, 20342, 20368, 20331, 20324). Exception-
nellement, le décor peut étre composé de triangles imbriqués. Il semble que le

*3Si nous avons pu avoir acces 2 la céramique, nous n’avons pris connaissance d’aucune des données de
fouilles. Dans la publication du rapport final, O’Connor précise que, si I'on connait 'emplacement des
trouvailles, on ne sait rien sur la stratigraphie ni la couche exacte dont provient chaque tesson, la plupart
étant catalogué sous le terme générique de ‘nubien’. Rares sont les tessons décrits et le pourcentage poterie
égyptienne/poterie nubienne est constant sur le site. Il déduit donc de I’analyse des données archéologiques
et de I'étude de la céramique plusieurs types dont certains sont identiques aux notres et contemporains de
'occupation égyptienne, mais d’autres dateraient du Groupe A classique (The Old Kingdom Town at Buhen;
cf. également O’Connor, ‘Nubia before the New Kingdom’, dans Wenig et al., Africa in Antiquity, 51).

49 Gratien, Sai I, 410; Nordstrém, Neolithic and A-Group Sites 11, pl. 36.
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décor de chevrons ait été dessiné par bandes verticales qui se recouvrent sur le
fond. Ils sont proches du type Groupe Ala7 de Nordstrom;*°

(e) quelques tessons rappellent des exemples anciens de Kerma ou du Groupe C avec
un décor au poingon,’! et un lissage au peigne a I'intérieur;

(f) quelques tessons comme le n° 20339: une forme arrondie a I'ouverture resserrée,
couverte d’'un décor géométrique incisé, d’'un décor a 'ongle sous la lévre, et lissée
a la brosse a l'intérieur; le décor est tres fin comme au Groupe C Ia ou au Kerma
ancien. Une autre forme, certainement plus ancienne, car avec une caréne trés
marquée, est couverte d’'un décor incisé, imprimée a la molette dentelée et au
poingon sur la panse et de lignes horizontales au poingon sous la levre (n° 20277);

(g) quelques bols, non décorés et trés évasés, sont couverts d'un engobe rouge épais
sur les deux faces, comme on le rencontre parfois au Groupe A.

La datation de cet ensemble, qui apparait trés hétérogeéne, pose donc probléme.>? Si
une part se rapproche de la belle céramique du Groupe A et montre des traits archaiques,
telle la forme évasée avec levre dans le prolongement ou refermée du groupe (d), le reste
est beaucoup moins bien connu et nous n’avons vu aucun tesson véritablement rippled
ou coquille d’oeuf.>® Il ne nous semble pas y reconnaitre du matériel typiquement
Groupe A classique ou terminal, ni de la culture contemporaine de Haute Nubie, le pré-
Kerma.>* Les vases de cuisson (type (c) ci-dessus), que 'on trouve généralement en
grand nombre sur les habitats, mais exceptionnellement dans les cimetiéres, sont
identiques a ceux rencontrés au Groupe C et au Kerma moyen®® et pourraient étre les
vestiges d’une réoccupation tardive du lieu. Seuls quelques types pourraient étre Kerma
ancien d’aprés leur forme (panse carénée preés de 'ouverture et décor imprimé), mais
d’un modéle qui n’est guere répandu en Haute Nubie, ou Groupe C ancien (groupe (e)
et (f) ci-dessus). Cette céramique ne correspond a aucun des ensembles que nous
connaissons. Elle n’est pas Groupe A, mais présente des influences du Groupe A ainsi
que des affinités avec le Groupe C Ia/b de Bietak et le Kerma ancien. Elle pourrait
appartenir a une culture nubienne de Basse Nubie contemporaine de I’Ancien Empire,
une ‘réapparition’ du Groupe B, comme Emery I'avait dénommé lui-méme, contempo-
rain mais différent de celui défini par Reisner aux environs de la premiére cataracte.>®
Et, si 'on ne connait aucun ensemble comparable en Haute Nubie, en revanche, en

50 Neolithic and A-Group Sites 11, pl. 36.

51 Groupe A X1, la de Sai (Gratien, Sai |, 412, fig. 308.h).

52Cf. O’Connor, forthcoming report.

53Déja, Smith avertit qu’une partie de la céramique provient de la surface mais confirme une origine
contemporaine de I’habitat égyptien; il envisage une possible datation Kerma ancien, mais comme nous
I’avons écrit la céramique est différente (Smith et Giddy, Mélanges Vercoutter, 319-20).

54B. Privati, communication personnelle.

%5 Gratien, ‘Le village fortifié du Groupe C a Ouadi es-Séboua Est, typologie de la céramique’, CRIPEL
7 (1985), fig. 13; Sai' 1, 420.

S6Certains chercheurs ont déja suggéré I’existence de groupes humains en Basse Nubie a I’Ancien
Empire: Adams qui pense que Bouhen pourrait dater du Groupe A tardif (JNES 44 (1985), 189); Nordstrém
qui croit en P'existence d’une population rare et pauvre (Neolithic and A-Group Sites, 32); Trigger explique
la présence de la céramique nubienne a Bouhen comme une survivance limitée du Groupe A, ou par des
Nubiens prisonniers ou des commer¢ants de Haute Nubie (Nubia under the Pharaohs, 44); Sive-Soder-
bergh envisage une certaine survivance du Groupe A en Basse Nubie qui pourrait s’expliquer par une
pastoralisation de populations qui n’auraient pas laissé de traces (Middle Nubian Sites (The Scandinavian
Joint Expedition to Sudanese Nubia, 4; Paretille, 1989), 2 et 7).
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examinant avec soin les sites de la deuxiéme cataracte et ceux en aval, on observe des
trouvailles sporadiques d’objets comparables dans les nécropoles nubiennes.

Une céramique d’un type particulier, non sans rapports avec celles du Groupe A, du
Groupe C et du Kerma ancien, découverte sporadiquement et jusqu’a présent datée avec
quelque imprécision, pourrait en étre le reflet.

Dans le Batn el-Haggar, on rencontre une poterie imprimée et polie, rouge, qui semble
intermédiaire entre le Groupe A et le Groupe C,7 le groupe (b) défini ci-dessus. On la
trouve dans les couches supérieures du campement et de ’habitat de Saras Ouest (11-M-7
et 11-L-14), avec les tessons de I’Ancien Empire signalés plus haut, et sur le cimetiere
du Groupe C 11-H-5: des vases polis rouges a bord noir, couverts sur la totalité ou en
partie de bandes imprimées avec une molette aux dents carrées, horizontalement
ou verticalement; les numéros 10 a 14 de AA-M-7 sont proches des exemplaires de
Bouhen.*®

Le type imprimé fait partie de la phase Ia dans la classification du Groupe C de
Bietak,>® et on le recontre en Basse Nubie a Aniba,®® 2 Qoustoul,®’ a Sayala, sur I’habitat
Groupe C G/12,% 3 Faras,®® et on le trouve au Kerma ancien sur les nécropoles en amont
de la deuxiéme cataracte, 3 Akasha,®* et jusqu’a Sai,®® mais rarement au-deld de la
troisiéme cataracte et 3 Kerma;®® ainsi, 2 Aniba, A. M. Abou Bakr a découvert des vases
trés proches de ceux-ci au milieu d’une céramique trés particuliére et trés ancienne.®’

On a mis au jour sur d’autres sites des tessons similaires: a Qoustoul, le groupe VII,
une céramique imprimée et incisée, dite de tradition soudanaise, rappelle celle de
Bouhen.%8

Nous tentons de démontrer ici qu'’il existe bien une population en Basse Nubie, mais ni Groupe A ni
Kerma ancien car leur céramique est différente, mais bien un groupe culturel indépendant qui, comme les
autres, appartient au méme ensemble culturel nubien.

5711 s’agit du type A IX de Sai au Kerma ancien et du type (b) de Bouhen, ci-dessus. Nordstrém qui I'a
rencontré dans le survey de la deuxiéme cataracte considére que ce type est plus répandu au sud qu’au nord
(Kush 14, 67).

58 Mills et Nordstrom, Kush 14 (1966), 5-7; Nordstrém, Kush 14, 66, fig. 1.

59 Studien zur Chronologie der Nubischen C-Gruppe. Ein Beitrag zur frithgeschichte Unternubiens
zwischen 2200 und 1550 vor Chr. (Wien, 1968), 95, pl. 2-12.

%0Steindorff, Aniba 1, pl. 59.8; Aniba, ou dans le méme cimetiére, on rencontre des vases décorés de
chevrons (pl. 58.9).

61 B. B. Williams, C-Group, Pan-Grave, and Kerma Remains at Adindan Cemeteries T, K, U, and ¥ (The
University of Chicago Oriental Institute Nubian Expedition, 5; Chicago, 1983), pl. 4. B, T277:2.

2 Bietak, Ausgrabungen in Sayala-Nubien 1961-1965. Denkmdler des C-Gruppe und der Pan-Griber-
Kultur (Wien, 1966), pl. 16.16 et pl. 17.3 et C.

83 Griffith, LAAA 8 (1921), 78 et pl. xii. 16.

% Ch. Maystre, Akasha, 1 (Genéve, 1980), 222. 1-2 et 223.9.

65Bols A VIII et A IX, de Sai et tessons identiques ramassés sur un secteur ancien de la nécropole, ol
aucune structure autre n’a été repérée, peut-étre un campement (Gratien, Sai I, 409-10). Récemment,
quelques tessons de ce type ont été recueillis sur I'habitat de Gism el-Arba, au sud de Kerma (Gratien,
a paraitre).

;‘)56Kerma ancien, secteur le plus ancien: Privati, Genava 34 (1986), 26, fig. 2, 3 et 6 et communication
personnelle.

57Grace 2 la courtoisie du Professeur Sanadili, nous avons pu voir la céramique d’Aniba déposée dans
les magasins de I’Organisation des Antiquités Egyptiennes a Giza. Quelques exemplaires sont montrés dans
A. el M. Abou Bakr, ‘Fouilles de 'université du Caire a ‘Aniba’, Fouilles en Nubie (1959-1961) (Le Caire,
1963), pl. xv B.

68Wi§)liams, The A-Group Royal Cemetery at Qustul: Cemetery L (The University of Chicago Oriental
Institute Nubian Expedition, 3; Chicago, 1986), 62-7, en particulier fig. 33, fig. 62a, pl. 14.
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C’est ce type que Nordstrom considére présent sur les sites ‘Ancien Empire’ de la
deuxiéme cataracte et les exemples que nous avons donné ci-dessus confirment cette
hypothese.®

Le type (d) de Bouhen est relativement fréquent en Basse Nubie et souvent classé
Groupe A: a Abou Simbel, dans une tombe Groupe A du cimetiere 215 était déposé un
vase en pite noire incisé de chevrons.”” A Halfa Degheim, sur le site 277, des vases
incisés de chevrons” et des vases imprimés 2 la roulette, mais non polis.”? Plus tardifs
sont les exemplaires provenant de I’abri de Korosko, du niveau A, daté du Groupe C, ou
'on a découvert des tessons identiques a ceux de Bouhen.”

Ce type que I'on a parfois reconnu sur des sites Kerma est mal classé et appartient
aux niveaux les plus anciens, tant a Sai qu'a Kerma méme. Sur I'habitat et sur la
nécropole, dans les secteurs les plus anciens et ou les vestiges n’ont pas été fouillés, on
remarque des tessons hachurés obliquement ou en dents de loup avec d’autres proches
du type (b) ci-dessus.”

On est frappé par la similitude qui existe entre le matériel décrit ci-dessus et qui
provient de la partie méridionale de la Basse Nubie et celui mis au jour sur le site de
I’Ancien Empire de Bouhen et dans la deuxieme cataracte. Avec toutes les réserves qu’il
faut maintenir, consécutives a la fouille rapide et non exhaustive de la Basse Nubie, a
I'exception de quelques sites prestigieux, et a la difficulté de la fouille des habitats de
cette époque, souvent en matériaux légers ou les trous de poteaux et les clayonnages sont
difficiles a repérer, traces d’autant moins identifiables que les prospections se sont
effectuées rapidement et sans sondages systématiques, il semble donc que I'on puisse
distinguer en amont de la premiére cataracte une région pauvre et a la population rare
qui n’a laissé que peu de traces tangibles, significatives ou identifiables. Au sud, plusieurs
sites attestent d’une occupation continue entre Groupe A et Groupe C, apparentée au
Kerma ancien et contemporaine de ’Ancien Empire égyptien; le territoire coincide avec
la production de la poterie dite ‘coquille d’oeuf’ pendant la phase qui précede, le Groupe
A terminal.

L’’influence de I’Egypte est certaine sur la Basse Nubie de ’Ancien Empire. Dans la
partie nord, hormis les tombes signalées par Reisner, nous n’avons aucune preuve de
I'existence d’un peuplement significatif. La création de comptoirs, le contréle du com-
merce, la pénétration militaire, indiscutables au nord de la deuxiéme cataracte, se sont
conjugués pour appauvrir une population qui devait étre clairsemée, peut-étre nomade
ou semi-nomade, dont ’économie était basée sur I’élevage et qui n’a pas laissé de traces
au sol. En revanche, vers le sud, dans une zone qui s’étend de la deuxiéme cataracte a
Aniba, il subsiste des traces, bien modestes nous le reconnaissons, d’'une communauté,
dont le territoire correspond a celui ou l'on rencontrait au Groupe A terminal la
céramique coquille d’oeuf. Plus éloignée de 'Egypte et en contact avec les populations

%9 Nordstrom, Kush 14, 67 et suiv.

OEmery et Kirwan, The Excavations and Survey between Wadi es-Sebua and Adindan, 455, fig. 433-4,
T. 12.

I'Type connu au Groupe A classique et terminal (Nordstrom, Neolithic and A-Group Sites, site 227:1,
p. 191, pl. 98.5 (poli) et site 277:11, p. 194, pl. 101, ou site 277:45, p. 206, pl. 113).

72 Nordstrém, ibid., type Ala 28 qui est dit intermédiaire (site 277:30, p. 200, pl. 36 et 107.3).

3Smith, Preliminary Report of the Egypt Exploration Society’s Nubian Survey (Le Caire, 1962), 83, fig.
2.

7 Gratien, type A 1, Sai I, 402-3 et fig. 301; F. Geus, Rapport annuel d’activité, 1975-1976 (Khartoum,
1976), 10 et 36.
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du Kerma ancien, elle a pu garder son originalité et ses membres étre employés par les
habitants égyptiens des comptoirs.

Les Egyptiens contrdlent les voies de communication et les sources des matiéres
premieres; ils installent et maintiennent cette politique par des campagnes militaires qui
ruinent le pays a la IV© dynastie. La perte de ces ressources contribue trés certainement
a la disparition du Groupe A et a la raréfaction des populations. Les groupes humains
subsistants, en contact avec le sud et Iam, peuvent étre employés comme manceuvres ou
portefaix dans les carriéres et les ports. On sait désormais que les Etats nubiens de la
fin de ’Ancien Empire et du Moyen Empire étaient plus grands et plus puissants qu’on
avait pu le croire et qu’ils ont offerts une forte résistance a la poussée égyptienne. Il
semble qu’il ait existé en Basse Nubie, a I'époque du Groupe A, des chefferies, sinon
des Etats, dont les cimetieres de Sayala, de Qoustoul ... prouvent la complexité de
'organisation sociale; le méme phénomene est bien connu pour les nécropoles du Kerma
ancien et méme au pré-Kerma.” Il est vraisemblable qu’il ait existé aux alentours et au
nord de la deuxiéme cataracte une principauté similaire; incapable de résister a la
pression, elle passera sous le controle de I’Egypte; seules quelques sépultures et un
matériel isolé en conservent la trace.

Cette hypothése demandera a étre confirmée dés la publication du matériel de Bouhen.
Quoi qu’il en soit, nous proposons de voir dans ce matériel dit d’un ‘type intermédiaire’,
les vestiges d’un groupe culturel nubien, certes clairsemé, qui occupait la Vallée du Nil
a I’Ancien Empire.

75 Reinold, communication personnelle. Sur les questions principautés/Etat, voir la publication récente de
D. O’Connor, Ancient Nubia. Egypt’s Rival in Africa (Philadelphia, 1993).
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‘HOMOSEXUAL’ DESIRE AND MIDDLE KINGDOM
LITERATURE*

By R. B. PARKINSON

Sexual activity is a constant feature of human society, but sexuality has to be studied as a distinct cultural
construct. It is articulated in texts and other cultural artefacts. Extant references to sexual acts between men in
Middle Kingdom texts are few. In religious and commemorative texts such acts were presented as aggressive,
but literary works accommodated a recognition of ‘homosexual’ desire. Two conclusions are suggested from this:
that sexual relationships between men were considered irregular by the literate elite, and that the decorum of
official texts differed from that of literary (fictional) texts. Three works in particular are discussed: the Teaching
of Ptahhotep, the Tale of Horus and Seth, and the Tale of Neferkare and Sasenet.

In thys place seemeth to be some savour of disorderly love, which the
learned call paederastice: but it is gathered beside his meaning.
E. Spenser, The Shepheardes Calender, Fanuarye (1579); gloss to 1. 55

The cultural construction of sexuality

ALTHOUGH sexual activity may be a biological given, sexuality is, as Michel Foucault
argued, a variable cultural artefact, a way of putting sex into discourse; as such, ‘the
history of sexuality ... must first be written from the viewpoint of a history of discourses’.!
Between modern expressions of sexuality and those of ancient Egypt differences are
immediately apparent.”> For example, explicitly sexual motifs seem to have had a relatively
limited role in art and literature: both text and representations offer a high proportion
of coded images or metaphors,® and the higher levels of representational art are reticent
about sexual activity,* although direct representations and references to sexual acts and
potency occur in sacred contexts. Direct representations of sexual acts occur more
frequently in the less exalted levels of art found on ostraca and, in one case, papyrus.®
Similarly, love-magic is attested by only one extant example in the pharaonic textual
record, athough it is common in Graeco-Egyptian magical papyri.®

*] am indebted to John Baines for commenting on drafts, and am grateful to the YEA4’s referees, to Janine
Bourriau for discussing the ‘catamite’ figure (see n. 48), to Jacobus van Dijk for letting me cite his article
in press (see n. 33), to Andrea McDowell and Deborah Sweeney for providing me with invaluable references,
and to T. G. Reid for much help.

M. Foucault, 4 History of Sexuality, 1: An Introduction (trans. R. Hurley; Harmondsworth, 1981).
Quotation from p. 69.

21.. Manniche offers a popular account in Sexual Life in Ancient Egypt (London and New York, 1987);
review by G. Robins, ‘Ancient Egyptian Sexuality’, DE 11 (1988), 61-72.

3L. Stork, ‘Erotik’, LA 11, 4-11.

*For example, P. Derchain, ‘Symbols and Metaphors in Literature and Representations of Private Life’,
Royal Anthropological Institute News 15 (1976), 7-10.

5J. A. Omlin, Der Papyrus 55001 und seine satirisch-erotischen Zeichnungen und Inschriften (Turin,
1968), with examples of other representations.

5P. Smither, ‘A Ramesside Love Charm’, ¥EA 27 (1941), 131-2. The similarity of Coffin Text Spell 576
(CT VI, 191a-p) to a love-spell (]J. F. Borghouts, An Introductory Guide to the Coffin Texts (Amsterdam,
1973), 3), suggests that such spells existed in the Middle Kingdom. One Coptic l